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THE 


DEDICATION. 


— 


TO THE 


Virtuous Part of the Fair Sex 


IN THE 


BRITISH DOMINIONS. 


LADIES! 


r me to lay at Yar & 
Feet the following Pas s, 
drawn up in Defenſe of Your- 

Alves, upon ſome very uncharitable 
and groundleſs Charges, which muſt - 
greatly darken Your bright Characters, 
and ſpread a Veil over Your ſhining 
Virtues, if not timely clear'd up by 
ſome very powerful Hand. A Burden 

too great, I am well aſſured, even for 
our Sex, which is by Nature ſtronger 


built-; but much more heavy when 
A 2 You, 


The DEDICATION. 


You, who” are leaſt able to bear i 
180 nevertheleſs endure the Weight Þ 
I believe You will pardon me for 
fine ara to keep Your Reputa- 
tions Spotleſs, at leaſt, I hope ſo: 
However, the Juſtneſs of the Cauſe 
gives me this Pleaſure and Satisfaction, 
that I have attempted to ſupport Vir- 
tue, and diſcountenance Vice, as well 
as my poor Abilities would give me 
leave: And likewiſe to reſcue, from 
bad Hands, a Text of Scripture, 
which, I believe, never had ſuch, a 
1 wicked Conſtruction put on it bef A 
lou well 1 have ſucceeded herein, | 
Leave to hour better Judgments to de- 
termin; and, in the mean Time, beg 
Leave to ſubſcribe art, 


_ 4.4 


Laps! 


£ Tour moſt humble, and _ 
mut obedient Servant, 


„„ 
TroMas DILWORTH- 


N 


PRE FAS 


vas one Evening in Company with 

«French Gentleman, at his Lodging 
ear St. James's Park ; while we 

were diſcourfing about fome Buſineſs, 
with a ſmall round Table between us, I happened 
to caſt my Eye upon a Pamphlet that lay upon 
it, and by the Oddneſs of the Title, which runs 
thus, The Folly, Sin, and Danger, of marrying 
Widows, and Old Women in general, demon- 
ſtrated; and earneſtly addreſs'd to the Batche- 
lars of Great Britain, by a True Penitent; I 
could not help taking Notice of it, But tho" be. 
offer 'd his Advice to the Batchelors; yet, as Iam 
a Widower, and have ſome Inclinations to al- 
ter my State of Life, once more, if ſome pretty 
good-natured Creature will accept of me, with 
my two Legs and a Couple of Children, Ithought 
myſelf in a good Meaſure concern d in it alſo, 
Late as it was, (for it was Nine when I part- 
ed from my Friend, and had then about four 
Miles to walk) I was reſolved to buy the Pam- 
phlet, if I could, that Night, which I did, at 


the Royal Exchange, It was between Ten and 
Eleven 


... — — — A 


De PREFACE. 


Eleven when I came home; but, as the Folly, 
Sin, and Danger, of marrying Widows, and 
Old Women in general was uppermoſt, I could 
wot go to bed with a ſafe Conſcience till I read 
it quite out, About Twelve I came to FINIS; 
but being very ſleepy and tired, I had no Time 
to make any Reflexions upon what I read: q 
T lock d it up in my Bureau, and went to Reſt, 
Having thus far ſatisfied my Curiofity, I bad 
then more Leiſure to confider on, and examin 
the ſeveral Parts of it, whether the Allegations 
were juſt, which our True Penitent had therein 
charged upon the Females in general; and upon 
my fincere Word and Credit, on a ſecond Peru- 
ſal, I found almoſt the whole Piece ſmelt ſo ſtrong 
of Ill-nature, that I was not able to bear it. 
What! (Said J to myſelf) Shall a Man that 
Has been wedded to an Old Woman, who 

rhaps has been a little peeviſh, and nat be- 
haved altogether ſo well as might be expected, 
run down the whole Sex! We have only his 
bare Word for it, that he was deſirous of 
making her as happy as poſſible: But granting 
both Sides of the Queſtion to be true, name- 
ly, That he endeavoured to make her happy, 
but could not, becauſe ſhe was crofs-grain'd ; 
Muſt all theſe /avely Creatures be cenſured 
ſo ſeverely, and, as it were, cut off at one 
Stroke, for the Miſcarriage of one or two? 


No: As I am a living Man, and hope to be 


married. T'll draw my Pen, and make it as 
pointed as I can in their Defenſe, and bout 
| til 


Te PREFACE. 


till the laſt Gaſp, before Virtue ſhall ſtoop to 
Vice, or be once put out of Countenance by 
it, And I was as good as my Mord; for I 
immediately fell to Work, and have laid about 
me ſo well, that I believe my Gentleman will 
bon become à Penitent upon a double Account, 
It went to my Heart, to ſee the moſt beautiful 
Part of the Creation, treated in fo ſhameful 
and cruel a Manner, I could not fland by, 
lite an 1dle Spectator, without engaging in the 

uarrel, and taking the Part of the weaker, 
but juſtly offended Side. And if IT have not 
ated my Part ſo well as to put an End to the 
Diſpute, yet if it provoke ſome good Body to 


join Hands with me, in fo laudable an Un- 


dertaking, let my Companion in Triumpb have 
the Glory: It will be Honour enough for me to 
wait on the LADIES, and pave the Way for 
their future Happineſs, in the Quality of an 
Underling. 1 


To 
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ELL fans: the Scribe, who tid) the Female Cauſe, 
Whether in Proſe or Rhyme, his Pen he draws 3 | 


Nobly, my Friend, thou doſt thy, Satyr deal, 
Vet let me have: one Stroke, to ſhew my Zeil. 


Prepoſt rous Spoiler of the faireſt Fame, | NO 
Whoſe guilty Penitence is moſt: thy Sun 
Falſe to thy Vows, to ſerdid Lucre ſold, N 
Thy Happineſes, not built on Love, dat Gold : 

Who in retura for plenteous Wealth * 

Dit with Reproath thy Benefactreſs A. 


Wer't poffble, among all Womankinl, - . ee l 
One, \only One, like her thuu feign'}ft, mY 1 KY 
So fal n from: Grate," ſo funk in ram, NAW 


That Lot had been too flight. a Scourge for Thes... 6 2 NY 


" Now, Bſings Ditmortn, all thy Life weh we „ 
Who doſt ſo folidly the Fuir defend : Nam \ 
And be that ſoft Beatitude conv ey d, Atiliba! 
By ſome chaſte Widow, or ſome virtuous Maid,” 
Mild, tender, pious, faithful, fondly kind, 
Such the whole Sex all-gracious Heav'n deſign'd ; 
And ſuch they Prove, till and treachidus Men, 
Warp em to Vice, and heir; clear Hongurs Rain, 
Yet ſtill, if Truth, if Ianccches, Sur 
To Juſtice, Friendſhip,” Charity inelin' d, 
If Pity, Meckkieſs, Mercy Ie pelo 
"Tis Woman only, ean theſe V4 en. 
Such were the Tenets <eatly 1 rec d, 
And, DiLWoxr R, you crores what I believ'd, 
So the well-nurtur'd, well- iolligered Youth, f 
The Biſhop's Hand confirms H ſacred Truth. | \ 
And from thy Labours this Reſult ſhall flow, WED 

o read thy Warks, cat nec er Apeftates grow. | 


JoEN Durex. 
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ADVOCATE 


FOR THE 


LADIHSS 


nee that is, has arrived at the 
ON A # Age of Maturity, and diſ- 
. 42 =) miſſed his Parents or Guar- 
WAP dans from that particular 


2 


Care of him, which till then 
was a Duty incumbent on them, he next be- 
gins to look about him ; and as various Ob- 
jects produce various Sorts of Pleaſure : ſo he 
is willing to fix upon one that ſhall at leaſt be 
equal, if not ſuperior to all the reſt, 

Amidſt the ſeveral Sorts of Happineſs, or 


rather the ſeveral Ways that lead to it, Matri- 


mony was always looked on as a very conſi- 
derable one. And tho' very few Men enter 
upon it ſo ſoon as they are arrived at what the 
Laws call the Year of Perfection, that is, at the 
Age of Twenty-one Years, and fewer before, 
yet moſt Men view it at a Diſtance, and per- 
Ct, B ceive 


Th 


ceive ſomething in it very agreeable, which 


they cannot come at in a State of Celibacy, 


There is a certain Pleaſure in the Converſation 
of a pretty Woman of good Senſe and Edu- 


cation, when a Man can call her his own (no 


otherwiſe) as 1s not to be equalled by any 
other Object, or perhaps all of them put toge- 
ther. In ſhort, where a Couple meet together 
in this ſacred State, and the Man makes uſe of 
his Reaſon, without lording it over the other 
Half of himſelf ; where the Woman exerci- 
ſes that Softneſs and Sweetneſ: peculiar to her 
Sex; where they can and do ſpeak their in- 
nocent Minds to each other, without any re- 
ſerve; can meet and embrace each other, and 
exchange a Kiſs, without repenting of it; if 


there be a 1 on this ſide the Grave, here 
it is. 


My Reader will, perhaps, aſk me (as I am 
an Advocate for the Fair Sex) If it is not poſ- 
ſible for a Man to have a Viſe without any 
Fault? To which I anſwer, No, But, with 
humble Submiflion, I can put him in a Way 


to obtain a Woman that will anſwer that 


Character very nearly, and that is, Left him 


firſt learn to know himſelf, and then he will be 
the better enabled tomake fome Grains of Al- 
lowance for any little Miſconduct that his Wife 
may be guilty of. For it is a ſure Rule, The 
more Faults he ſees in himſelf, the fewer he 


will perceive in his conjugal Partner, Tis 
true; the changing Nature and putting it into 


a * Reclitude is attended with ſome 


Trouble X 


31 

Trouble and Difficulty ; but if a Man never 
ſets himſelf about it, and is reſolved not to 
examin himſelf, and become acquainted with 
his own Frame and Temper, never let him 
marry : For I am ſure if he does, the poor 
Woman will lead but a Dog's Life; and, in all 
probability, will repent of the taking to herſelf 
ſuch an Huſband, as long as ſhe lives. 

It is ſome what remarkable in Favour of the 
Fair Sex, that oftentimes they behave better to 
their Huſbands, than their Huſbands do to 
them, even where there is a Diſproportion of 
Years: But whether a young Man be married 
to an old Woman, or a young Woman to an old 
Man, it happens but too often that the Womar 
has the worſt of it, For, 

Firſt, If a young Woman be married to an 
old Man, (he promiſes the fame Fidelity and 
Obedience to him, as to one of the ſame 
Years with herſelf. And as Age always, or 
for the moſt part, brings its Infirmities along 
with it: ſo the young Wife, in this Caſe, muſt 
act the Part of a Nurſe, how diſagreeable ſo- 
ever it be. In the mean Time, I muſt own, 
that if there be any Difference in the Ages of 
a married Couple, | think the Man ſhould be 
the older. For as Providence has made the 
Man the Head of the Wife, he ought to be the 
Guard of her Virtue; not by jealous Suſpi- 
cions, but by good and pious Examples: and 
therefore it looks much the beſt for the Huſ- 
band to have the Exceſs on his Side, How- 


ever, I do not propoſe this as a Rule for every 
21h FI 3132 One 
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one to follow, but only as my private Opini- 
on, But to return. — It may be objected, that 
the Huſband's Circumſtances are very large; 
and as he wants not Wealth, ſo he may have 
Servants enough to dreſs his fore Legs, or ap- 
ply Bandages to his Iſſues. This is true: But 
none can do it ſo well as his Wife, and there- 
fore ſhe muſt ſubmit to this mean Office. The 
Servants put him to Pain, by their rough 
Management, and perhaps do it on purpoſe 
to get rid of ſo troubleſome an Employment; 
but his Wie is gentle, and uſes him with Ten- 
derneſs, and therefore he had much rather ſhe 
ſhould be near him, than they. Beſides, in theſe 
Caſes, Servants are very indifterent whether 
they pleaſe or not; and at the worſt, they 
know that no Law can oblige them to ſtay in 
a Place, which they don't like: And as they 
can leave it when they pleaſe, ſo they will do 
as they are bid, or neglect it, juſt 4 it -ſuits 
them. The Caſe is not ſo with the young Wife, 
who muſt ſubmit, though her Servants refuſe 
it. She muſt conform to his pettiſh Hu- 
mours, and act the Part of a Servant herſelf, 
and that in a very low Degree, how much ſo- 
ever it goes againſt the Grain. The Servants 
can go away, but the Wife has not that Pri- 
vilege. They, in this Caſe, may do as they 
pleaſe ; ſne muſt do as well as ſhe can. 
Vienuſta was a beautiful Creature, endued 
with the Perfections of the Mind, as well as 
thoſe of the Body. She could play exceeding 
well on the Organ and Harpſichord, had 2 


delight- 


{59 

delightful Voice, and, in Converſation, never 
wanted an Argument to diſtinguiſh her great 
Abilities, But the Misfortune was, her Pa- 
rents had ſpent all her Portion in her Educa- 
tion, and had nothing to give with her in 
Marriage but ſome new Clothes, which, they 
ſaid, was all they could do for her. A young 
Gentleman, juſt ſet up in Trade, would very 
fain have had her, but finding there was no- 
thing elſe but her Perſon, and imagining that 
his Income was not large enough to ſupport 
her, in proportion to her Education, dropt his 
Pretenſions. Some ſhort Time after this, a 
wealthy od Gentleman, of Sixty- five, caſt his 
Eye upon her, and having communicated his 
Thoughts to her Parents deſired their Opini- 
on of them. At firſt they objected the great 
Diſproportion of Years: but as he promiſed to 
leave her a very plentiful Fortune when he 
died; the Match (with ſome Reluctance to 
the Maiden) was made up, and they were mar- 
ried. But ſurely it would have broke the Heart 
of any young Lady, leſs fortified than herſelf, 
to have ſeen her new Huſband, when he was 
preparing for Bed the firſt Night, -pluck out 
one of his Eyes, wipe it, and carefully lay it 
down. upon the Table, for fear it ſhould be 
broke, and then cleanſe the Cavity, from 
whence it was taken, with his Handkerchief, 
that he might not offend the Fair One with 
any Moiſture flowing from it. Next undo 
the Springs that faſtened the Teeth to his 
Gums, and examin them, to, ſee if he had lo 
601 B 3 any 3 


61 
any; then wipe off the Filth, and lay them 
by his Eye. Laſtly, turn down his Stocking ; 
undo the Bandage; extract the Pea from the 
Iſſue, and cleanſe it from the foul Humours 
gathered about it, and then bind it up again. 
All this the yourg Bride bore with tolerable 
Patience: But when he came to approach 
her, juſt as he was getting into Bed, the Pin 
that faſtened the Bandage, as above, being care- 
leſsly ſtuck, ſcratch'd. the Lady's Leg, and made 
it bleed and ſmart moſt ſadly. His Breath 
ſhe found very offenſive; and as his Teeth 
were gone, his Lips ſunk inward, ſo that he 
could not kiſs his Fair One without a more 
than ordinary Preſſure, which while he was 
endeavouring, the Watry Humour flowing 
from his Eyeleſs Cavity, notwithſtanding its 
being cleanſed a little before, ran down the 
Lady's Face, almoſt into'her Mouth ; ſo that 
all theſe Misfortunes put together, over- 
whelm'd the poor Creature with Grief, in 
ſuch a Manner, that for ſome Time after he 
got into Bed, ſhe was quite inſenſible to all 
further Proceedings. At length ſhe recovered 
from her Swoon (her Huſband in the mean 
Time was fallen aſleep) and having collected 
her ſcattered Senſes, found her Condition was 
unalterable, and therefore, to make her Life 
as comfortable as ſhe could, was reſol ved (up- 
on mature Conſideration) to make a Virtue of 
Neceſſity. At firſt, the Lady was going to 
accuſe her Parents for their want of Diſcretion, 
but conſidering ſhe was not forced into it, ay 
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that it was her own Choice, as well as theirs, | 


ſhe took it all upon herſelf, and bore her Yoke 
with as much Fortitude as a Woman could 
do. After ſhe had been his Nurſe ſeveral 
Years to cleanſe his Artificial Eye and Teeth, 


dreſs his ſore Leg, and ſubmit to a very hurt. | 
iſh Temper, he, at laſt, made his Will and 
his Exit together, and left her, whom he had 


deprived of all Pleaſure before, in full Poſ- 


ſeſſion of his Fortune, as a Recompenſe for 


her former Trouble. 


Secondly, If a young Man be married to an 
old Woman, he promiſes the ſame Love, Com- 
fort, and Honour to her, as to one of the 
ſame Years with himſelf : But whether he 
will perform what he promis'd at the Altar, 
is doubtful, This may be depended on, that 
he married her for her Fortune, and not for 
her Perſen; tho* the ſame may alſo be ſaid 
in the former Caſe, when a young Woman is 
married to an old Man. Now in order to diſ- 
cover who has the worſt of it in this Conjunc- 


tion, let it be ſuppoſed, 


1. That they are both good Tempered. 
And here I muſt confeſs that much cannot be 


ſaid, becauſe this Caſe ſpeaks pretty much for 


itſelf. But even here, the Woman muſt ima- 
gin that her Huſoand's Affections for her cannot 


be ſo ſtrong, as if ſhe were of equal Age with, : 


or ſomething younger than himſelf, 
Amelia was a Lady poſſeſs d of rtl 

ood Qualities, as wall as a large Fortune, 

but was pretty far advanced in Vears. Amyntas 


was: a good-natur'd young Gentleman, who 
B 4 had 


** 


EOF. 


had received a very good Education, tho? 
perhaps it was more owing to the Care 
of his Mother, than his Father, becauſe he 

lived a very extravagant Life. Amelia had 
ſeveral Times been at Amyntas's Mother's 
Houſe, and ſhe in return had been as often at 
Amelia's, And as Amyntas always went with 
his Mother, when ſhe went to viſit Amelia, 
he eaſily perceived the Familiarity that was 
between the two Ladies, and at the ſame Time 
became very ſenſible of Amelia's Perfections. 
He alſo found, by ſome little merry Diſcourſe, 
which now and then came upon the Carpet, 
that Amelia had no Averſion to Matrimony ; 
and conſidering that himſelf had no Fortune, 
and this Lady had a very good one, he firſt 


opened his Mind to his Mother, and then to 


Amelia, who very kindly received him. Some 
ſhort Time after this, they were married, and 
lived as happily together as any Couple could 
do, whoſe Ages were ſo far diſtant from each 
other, he being T'wenty-three,. and Amelia 
Fifty-nine. Amyntas often uſed to ſay in Com- 
pany, and ſomefimes. to his Wife too, That 
he loved her at well as a young Man could 
love an old Woman; but if ſhe was younger 
he ſhould love her better. 

2. Let it be ſuppoſed that the Huſband is 
of a good Temper, and the Wife of a moroſe 
and peeviſh one. This admits of a Difference 
from the former, that cannot be agreeable to 
the Huſband, For the Wife being of ſuch an 
odd Diſpoſition, will ſcarcely ever be Pa 


[ 9] 


and as her Age is ſo much ſuperior to his, tis 
very likely, ſhe will expect that he ſhould 
ſubmit to all the little Offices, that ſhe ſhall 
be pleas'd to put upon him, or elſe he muſt 
expect to be laſh'd ſeverely with the hard 
Names of Boy, Fool, and Bloctbead. But 
at laſt, when Things come to the Worſt, 
he is ſtill on the better Side of the Queſti- 
on, For having got his Wie's Fortune in his 
own Poſſeſſion, let her Behaviour be ever ſo 
bad, he can quit the Premiſes when, and ſtay 
as long as he pleaſes ; and if ſhe run him in 
Debt in the mean Time, her own Fortune 
mult pay for it, while he, who had not a Far- 
thing before, enjoys all the reſt, and is there- 
fore obliged to his Wie for all that he poſ- 
ſeſſes. The Caſe is not ſo with his Companion 
in Wedlock : She cannot make an Elopement 
from her Huſband, but he can demand her 
back again at any Time ; and if any one hath 
been at the Trouble and Charge of maintain» 
ing her, during the Time of her abſenting her- 
ſelf, he can refuſe ſatisfying them for it, af- 
ter having publicly given Notice to the World 
of the ſame. | 
Severa was an ancient Lady of this Turn of 
Temper, but her Fortune of Ten Thouſand 
Pounds, one Day tempted Amicus to pay his 
Reſpects to her, with a View of obtaining her 
in Marriage: and though ſhe received him at 
firſt with a great deal of Indifference, yet as 
he had her Fortune in Proſpect, he would not 
be denied, but repeated his Viſits till Severe 
| con- 
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conſented to have him. After they were 
married, Amicus could not play the Hypo- 
crite ſo nicely, but Severa perceived it, and 
took an Opportunity to inform him of it with 
a contracted Brow, and in Terms too ſharp 
for him preſently to forget, or eaſily to for- 
give. She charged him with running aſtray 
after other Women, and miſpending her For- 
tune in ſuch rakiſh Diverſions as a ſober Man 
ought to be aſhamed of, with a great deal 
more of the like Kind. To whom he repli- 
ed very calmly, My dear Severa! You accuſe 
me of Crimes that I never committed. I never 
knew any Woman beſide yourſelf in my Life : 
And as to rakiſh Diverfions I hate them, But 
indeed Severa, you muſt excuſe me if ] take the 
freſh Air in the Country: And if I return to 
you once in a Month or two, and ſtay with you 
fwo or three Days, you may think yourſelf very 
well off. Befides your Embraces are tao cold for 
me ; and as the Proverb expreſſes it, Once in a 
Way, and not uſe it often, oyght to be enough 
for you, who bave already one Foot in the 
Grave. 0 4 
3. Let it next be ſuppoſed that the Huſband 
is a Rake of the Town, and the Wife a Wo- 
man of good Nature and Education. This 
Caſe being worſe than the former, leaves no 
room for any one to imagin that this poor 
Woman can be happy in her Huſband, though 
ſhe may be ſo in herſelf. For, in the firſt Place, 
ſhe will have the Mortification of ſeeing her 
Fortune, which before ſhe was married was 
| at 
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at her own Diſpoſal, now in the Diſpoſal of 
her Huſband, without the leaſt Proſpect of 
ever having it in her Power again, though he 
ſhould die firſt. And in the next, ſhe will 
live to ſee herſelf deſpiſed and rejected, and a 
Filt ſupply her Place in the Retirement of 
Night, at her own Expenſe; and perhaps, her- 
ſelf abuſed into the Bargain, by this monſtrous 
Huſband, for her endeavouring to make him 
ſenfible of his Error, and to reclaim him from 
his wicked Courſe of Life. He will imbitter 
all her Sweets; and let her do what ſhe wilt 
to pleaſe him, yet {till all will be wrong, Her 
peaceable Minutes will only happen when he 
is aſleep or abſent ; and even then, the Fear 
of his being offended at ſomething, which 
ſhe knows nothing of, either when he awakes 
or returns, is attended with its inſeparable 
Concomitants, Pain and Unea/meſs. Thus the 
poor Creature is never at reſt. She Argues 
the Caſe with him in the moſt ſerious and en- 
gagin Manner, and endeavours to reform 
him, Betting before him the Heinouſneſs of 
his Crimes, and the ſevere Judgments that 
will inevitably attend them, either here or 
hereafter, without his ſincere and hearty Re- 
pentance and Amendment. But, ſo far is he 
from complying with his Duty, that he acts 
juſt the contrary ; and his Wife, for her kind 
Offices to ſave his Soul, meets with the moſt 
unkind Uſage, and oftentimes thinks herſelf 
well off, when ſhe receives from him only 


threatning Words, . 
| . Antique 


22 ] 
Antiqua was a Lady poſſeſſed of a plentiful 
Fortune, and had juſt paſt her grand * Cli- 
macteric, but had yet remaining ſome Thoughts 
of Matrimony, which was diſcovered by her 
Gaity in Converſation on that Topic, above 
what her Years required, though at the ſame 
Time ſhe was a little deformed. A young 
Rake of Twenty-five, having ſpent an Eſtate 
of Five Hundred a Year, in Drinking, Gam- 
ing, and Whoring, was reduced to his laſt 
Shift, and underſtanding that Antiqua had a 
ſmall Inclination toward Marriage, was re- 
ſolved to improve it to the utmoſt. In a very 
ſhort Time afterwards, Flagitioſus (for that 
was his Name) gain'd Admittance into her 
Company, where he behav'd ſo well, and be- 
ing a very genteel Fellow alſo, that he ſoon 
procured for himſelf the beſt Place in her 
Affections, and was made Maſter of herſelf 
and Fortune, Antiqua, in the mean Time, 
was. over-joyed to think that ſhe had got fo 
ſprightly a Gentleman for her Huſband, and 
began to hug herſelf with the Conceit of her 
future Happineſs. But alas! It was very 
ſhort-liv'd ; for before the Hony-Moon was 
expired, he got drunk, and then came home 
and behaved in a very ſcandalous Manner. 
Antiqua, tho' ſhe wanted the Perfections of 
the Body, yet had thoſe of the Mind, and 
therefore expoſtulated the Caſe in a very be- 
There are two (faid to be) critical Years in Life, conſiſting 
of a certain Number of Sevens : One is called The Climacterical 


Tear, which is 7 times 7, or 49 Years ; and the other The Grand 
 Clima#erical Year, which is 9 times 7, or 63 Years. 
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coming, and to a Man poſſeſſed of a better 
Temper, in a very moving Manner, as fol- 
lows. My dear Flagitioſus! The Sin of Drunk- 
enneſs is bad in the Sight of Men, but much 
worſe in the Sight of GOD. You are now 
married, and therefore ought to confine yourſelf 
to me, whom you promiſed in the moſt ſolemn 
Manner, at our Marriage, to love and cheriſh, 
I confeſs, my Perſon is not altogether ſo accept- 
able as ſome others, but you knew that before 
you had me, and therefore could not be impoſed 
on by me. Beſide, if you thought you could nof 
in any tolerable Degree love me, you ſhould 
not have offered yourſelf to me, nor made ſo 
many Proteſtations of Conjugal Fidelity. Add 
to this, That if you married me only for my 
Fortune, you ought, in that Reſpect, to uſe me, 
at leaſt, with common Civility. But whether 
you regard me, for Myſelf or my Fortune, or 
for neither, I beg you would take Care of your 
immortal Soul. It is true, I am advanced in 
Years, and therefore cannot hope to ſtay long bere: 
You alſo may go early, and perhaps before me, 
notwithſtanding that you are Young ; for a vi- 
cious Life will moſt certainly haften your End, 
and terminate in a very unhappy Death, When 
this Liſe ends, another will begin, in which you 
muſt give a very exact Account of your Beba- 
viour in the Body: and according as your good 
or bad Actions outweigh one another; ſo you 
will be rewarded or puniſhed eternally. But 
this, and much more Diſcourſe like it, had 


no Effect upon him, other wiſe than to om 
m 
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him more harden'd in Sin. And therefore 
inſtead of giving her any Hopes of his Re- 
formation, he damn'd her for a B-—h, gave 
Her three or four ſevere Kicks, and bid her 


mend her Fortune if ſhe did not like it; and 


then left her for a Month to reflect upon what 
ſhe had ſuffered. Such a Greeting as this, ſo 
ſoon after their Marriage Nuptials were cele- 
brated, left her little room to imagin that the 
remaining Part of her Life would be any 
better. After this, ſhe experienced the ſame 


_ Uſage ſeveral Times, till at laſt, being quite 


tired out with the Fatigues of a miſerable 
Life, ſhe departed hence to make more room 
for-this profligate Wretch, who already had 
loſt half her Fortune at the Gaming- Table. 
4. Let it, in the laſt Place, be ſuppoſed 
that the Huſband and Wife are a Couple of 
il-natured Mortals, and continually thwart- 
ing each other. This, I muſt own, is ſetting 
Matrimony in as bad a Light as poſſible, For 
what can be expected here, but the higheſt 
Degree of Diſcord, which too often ends in 
Bloodſhed, and in the Loſs of Life? In ſhort, 
this Caſe is fo very bad, that one cannot paint 
it black enough, The great Diſagreement of 


their Tempers, heightened by the Diſtance of 


their Ages, muſt certainly make this a Hell 
upon Earth, ſo long as they live together, 
When theſe two fall out (which indeed is fo 
often, that there is ſcarce room left for mar- 


riage Intercourſes) ſolid Argument has no 
Place : Nothing but bitter Revilings on both 


Sides 


151 


Sides go forward, which conclude in more 
unkind Blows: then they part aſunder, and 
ſo ends the Diſpute for that Time, The next 
meeting, perhaps, produces a Repetition, and 
ſo on, till Death interpoſes, and puts an intire 
Stop to all ſuch wretched Proceedings, 
NMefarius and Sceleſta were this unhappy 
Couple. Matrimony, if rightly conſidered, 
and entered upon more for the Sake of Love 
than Intereſt, is certainly the moſt happy State 
of Life, on this fide of the Grave; but in the 
preſent Caſe, unſpeakably miſerable. I ſhallnot 
need to trouble my Reader with their Language 
to each other in their ſeveral Fallings-ont, be- 
cauſe 1t will not bear mentioning, only one 
ſevere Circumſtance, I cannot omit obſerving, 
and that is, When Nefarius was in the height 
of his Paſſion, he ſnatch'd a Candleſtic from 
the Mantle-piece, and with one Stroke cut out 
her right Eye, 

What has hitherto been ſaid, may ſerve by 
way of Preliminary to the following Part of 
this ADVOCATE, in which I ſhall endeavour 
to rectify what is amiſs in our True Penitent, 
that the virtuous Fair may fee what Obliga- 
tions they lie under to him for his elaborate 
Performance, And 


I. Our Penitent urges, that the meeting to- 
gether of Youth and Age in Matrimony, is not 
only ſinful in itſelf, but alſo productive of a 
long Train of Vices, which at laſt ends in Mi- 
ſery, and a ſhameful Departure from the * 


116 
of this mortal Life; and therefore, at Page g, he 
thus expreſſes himſelf; But mark the Conſequence, 
Heaven provoked at ſo monſtrous a Breach in the 
Order of Nature, will not ſuffer the Criminals to 
eſcape unpumſhed, but reſolves to make them Ex- 
amples of its Fuſtice and Judgment, thereby to 
deter others from the ike Offenſe, For this Pur- 
poſe, the offending Youth is abandoned to the de- 
ftrutiive Impulſes of his own Paſſions. He is on 
longer the Object of God's providential Care, 
but 1s given up to the Mercy of his worſt Enemy, 
his own ſelf. He now finds that the Happineſs 
which he ſought by marrying, is not yet in his 
Poſſeſſion ! It is true, be has Wealth, but be 
wants every other Satisfattion, He loaths the 
Embraces, the Converſation, the Preſence of his 

| Wife, and goes in Search of thoſe Gratifications 

= abroad, which it is tmpoſſible he ſhould find at 

| home. He now gives a Looſe to every inordi- 
nate Deſire, revels in the Peſtilential Arms of 
the Harlot, in the poiſonous Delights of the 
Bottle, and in the ruinous Diverſions of the 

. Gaming-Table, till at length, his Health, his 
Wealth, his Reputation being deſtroy d, and no- 

thing left him but Poverty and Contempt, he 
applies himſelf to infamous Practices for a 

_ eoretched Subſiſtence : In this 7 e ſuc- 
ceeds, lives and dies abhorred and deſpiſed by 
all; or he fails in his Attempts, and periſbes 
in a Jail or on a Tree, 


| In theſe Words, there are three Things 
1 very obſervable, 


Fil, 


KL 
Firſt, An Offenſe ſuppoſed to be commit- 
ted againſt Heaven, for a yourg Man's mar- 
rying an old Woman, 
Seconldy, A Happineſs ſought by ſuch a 
Marriage, but loſt in the ſame Path in which 
it was purſued. 
_ . Thirdly, A denial of Grace, follow'd by a 
long Train of Vices, and a miſerable Death, 
by Way of Puniſhment for the ſaid Offenſe. 
And, 
Firſt, Here is an Offenſe ſuppoſed to be 
committed againſt Heaven, for a young Man's 
marrying an d! Woman, contain'd in theſe 
Words: Heaven provoked at ſo monſtrous a 
Breach in the Order of Nature, will not ſuf= 
fer the Criminals. to eſcape unpumſhed, but re- 
ſolves to make them Examples of its Fuſtice and 
Judgment, thereby to deter others from the like 
Offenſe. 
Nov becauſe our Penitent looks upon Mar- 
riages of this kind, as finful, notwithſtanding 
that they are very often practiſed as not ſin- 
ful, it will not be improper to aſk this 


QUESTION, 


2 hether when Youth and Age come together 
in the matrimonial Way, ſuch a Junction, in 


7tfelf, be really finful, or not ? 


And in order to give a full Solution to the 
ſame, it will be neceſſary to inquire next, 


What ſort of Marriages are in themſelves 
lawful, and what are unlawful? ? 


C By 
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By this Means it will appear, that if 79uth 
and Age meet together, and eſcape the Deno. 
mination of unlawful, ſuch a Marriage cannot 
be in itſelf finful; but is equally lawful with 
1. All thoſe Marriages which are forbidden 
by Scripture, that is, the Law of God, are 
in themſelves unlawful. - Such are all thoſe 
Where the married Parties ſtood nearly related 
to one another before, either by Conſanguinity 
or Afnity, that is, by Blood or Marriage, 
mentioned in the 18th and 2oth Chapters of 
Leviticus, and which are enumerated in ſome 
of our Common- Prayer Books, and generally 
placed next before the ſinging Plalms. Who- 
ever therefore marries within the Degrees of 
Kindred therein forbidden, is guilty of that 
great and fearful Sin of Inceſt, ſo long as they 
live together under that Denomination, the 
Effects of Which are no leſs ſinful, than the 
Cauſe from whence they ſpring. ? 
2. All thoſe Marriages are unlawful where 
the Parties married were before betrothed to 
\_ others, For whoever has betrothed or pro- 
miſed himſelf to any other Perſon before, or 
Enowingly takes ſuch a Perſon in Marriage, - 
cCommitteth Adultety, becauſe, in Juſtice, 
ſuch betrothed Perſon belongs only to him o 
her to whom the firſt Promiſe 'was made, & 
may be ſeen in Deut. Axii. 23, 24, and in 
SSL As, W 
"27 Koſs Marriages are unlawful where 
chere is any Impotency or Defect in oe 5 
be * c , 
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The Laws both, in the Fewiſß and Chriftian 
Oeconomy, as may be perceived from the 
ſtrict Duty enjoyned, never looked on that 
Marriage as compleated, where there was ſuch 
an Inability, as is now ſpoken of, to perform 
the matrimonial Rites at the Solemnizing of 
their Nuptials. The Law and Canons of the 
Jews, command the Huſband to pay that Duty 
to his Vie, which at the Time of their Mar- 
riage is due to her: Her Duty of Marriage 
ſhall he not diminiſh, 7 great Fehovah to 
Moſes, Exod. xxi. 10 Chriſtian Law in- 
forms us, 1 Cor. vii. 3, 4, that The Wife hath 
not Power of her own Body, but the Huſband : 
and likewiſe alſo the Hu and bath nat Power 
of bis own own Body, but the Wife, and com- 
mands that both Huſband and Wife, render to 
each other due Benevolence: That is, that they 


perform towards each other, all the Duties of 


Marriage which they promiſed; and which 
was, and is ever looked on as an Act of Juſtice 
which they owe to one another: conſequent- 
ly to deny the ſame, is Injuſtice and Fr raud; 

_Defraud you not ane the other, ſays the Apoſtle, 
1 Cor. vii, Now how a defective Perſon 
can do all g and-at the ſame Time eſcape 
the Cenſure Fraud, I know not. Hence 


it appears, where Nature is imperfect, 
there Har cannot be compleated : And 


Where Mar#7age cannot be compleated, there, 
what: a begun by the Ie and 


themſelves in the Congregation (that is, but 
half done) may be diſſol ved again by Divorce 
- C 2 pro- 
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properly obtained, And theſe are the ſeveral 
Sorts of Marriage, included in the Word Im- 

diment, mentioned in the Charge given by 
the Prieſt, to the Perſons that appear before 
him to be married, and which are prohibited 
in ſacred Writ. But when the Marriage Rites 
have been duly celebrated, that is, when there 
hath not been any Nearneſs of Relation before 
being betrothed to another, or Defect, then no- 
thing can part them but the Sin of Fornication: 
And to this Sin only, in ſuch Caſe, the Su- 
2 Law-giver and Saviour of the World 
imits it, as appears, Mat. v. 3a, and xix. 9, 
where he thus expreſſes himſelf, Wheſoever 
ſhall put away his Wife, except it be for For- 
nication, and ſhall marry another, committeth 
Adultery : and whoſo marrieth her which is 
put away doth commit Adultery, Then at the 
th Verſe of the 19th Chapter, What therefore 
God hath joined together, let not Man (except 
for Nearneſs of Kindred, Pre-engagement, 
Impotency, -: eee a ſunder. 
; \Hitherto the Marriage of a young Perſon 
witk an old One has eſcaped the Denomina- 
tion of unlawful; and one would think that 
after the producing Scripture in favour of it, 


there would be no Neceſſity to introduce any 


thing elſe. But as ſome Readers may deſire 
to be further ſatisfied, I ſhall- obſerve 
I..) That the Compilers of the Common- 
Prayer were not againſt it: and this is evident 
from that particular Prayer relating to Pro- 
creation, being left out when it n 
Cf) — tne 
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the Miniſter that the Woman to be married, 
is ſo far advanced in Years, as to be paſt 
Child-bearing. And g 
( 2.) That the Churches both Jewiſb and 
CEriſtan, never diſapproved of it: and this is 
evident from the many Marriages of that 
kind practiſed in both. | 
Now as the meeting of Youth and Age in 
Matrimony, excluſive of any of the foremen- 
tioned Conſiderations, is no where forbid” by 
Laws, either human or divine, neither do the 
beſt Writers on this Subject look on it as a 
Thing unlawful, it cannot therefore ſimply 
and in itſelf be ſinful, conſequently no Way 
offenſive in the Sight of Heaven, | 
Secondly, The next Thing to be conſidered, 
is the Happineſs ſought by a young Man's 
marrying with an old Woman, but loſt in 
the ſame Path in which it was purſued, that 
is, in the Action of Marriage, contained in 
the following Words, He now finds that the 
Happineſs which he ſought by marrying, 1s not 
yet in his Poſſeſſion ! It is true he has Wealth, 
but he wants every other Satisfaction. 
Now that this Aſſertion is falſe, will ap- 
pear from the two following ſhort Cenſide- 


rations, y 
I. If he be a ſincere honeſt Man; if he has 
a Senſe of Religion, and proceeds upon honeſt 
Principles, he will not miſbehave, nor be 
guilty of any Indecency; but on the contrary, 
will endeavour to make his Partner's Life as 
happy as he can, and ſhe in the hke Manner 

| 4 will 


[ 22 } 
will make the ſame Returns : And thus he 
has the Happineſs he ſought for. And 

2. If he be a Man of looſe Principles; if 
he be a vile and profligate Wretch, the Hap- 
pineſs which he ſought conſiſted only in her 
Fortune, and that once obtain'd, was all the 
Satisfaction he wanted from her: And ſo he 
has his Happineſs this Way too. I readily 
grant, that real and ſubſtantial Happineſs may 
be wanted, but then it was wanted alſo be- 
fore he married, and ſo could not be the Effet 
of ſuch a Marriage, ba: 

Thirdly, The laſt thing obſervable under this 
Head, and which our Penitent would have 
us believe, is a Denial of Grace, follow'd by a 
long Train of Vices, and ending in a miſerable 
Death, by Way of Puniſhment for a young 
Man's marrying with an old Woman, He 
thus expreſſes himſelf : For this Purpoſe the 
offending Youth is abandoned to the deſtructive 
Inpulſes of his own Paſſions. He is no longer 

tbe Object of God's providential Care, but is 
given up to the Mercy of his worſt Enemy, his 
own Self. He gives a Looſe to every inordi- 
nate Deſire, revels in the peſtilential Arms of 
the Harlot, in the poiſonous Delights of the 
i Bottle, and in the ruinous Diverhons of the 
ft Gaming-Table'; till at length, his Health, his 
5 | Fealth, his Reputation, j — deſtroyed, and 


nothing left him but Poverty and Contempt, he 
Jupphie: imſelſ to infamous Practices (that is, 
T ſuppoſe. to Thieving) for a wretched Subſi- 
Fence; (as if Drinking, Whoring, and Gaming, 
$177 Were 


L231 


were not infamous too;) in this perhaps, be 
ſucceeds, lives and dies abborred and deſpiſed by 
all; or be fails in bis Attempts, and periſbes in 
4 Jail, or on a Tree ( that is, the Gallows). 
The entering into the State of Matrimony 
was never looked on as the making a very 
great Change in Life, and conſequently re- 
quires our moſt mature Conſideration; but, in 
the Ca/e before us, here ſeems to be ſome- 
thing tack'd at the End of it, which no Body 
knew before, except our Penitent; and he 
tells them all, and makes no Bones of-it, that 
they are utterly forſaken of their Creator, 
2 over to Vice, are in a fair Way to be 
ang d, and then go 10 the Devil. Well! Here 
is an Aſſertion as bold as one could expect to 
meet with from the moſt harden'd and impi- 
ous Wretch, which if it were true, would 
certainly be ſufficient to warn every young 
Perſon from marrying with an od One, But 
to the Comfort of all thoſe who now are, or 
hereafter may be wedded to Perſons older than 
themſelves, be it ſpoken, that if they do their 
Duty to God, their Neighbors, and them- 
ſelves, they need not doubt being the ODEs 
of God's providential Care in this Life, an 
happy in the next. For it is not a young 
Man's being married to an % Woman, or a 
young Woman to an old Man, Hat is ſinful, but 
the neglect of their Duty; and 'tis this only, 
will make them miſerable either here or here- 
after, Neither will ſuch a Junction, in up- 
right Hearts, be productive of any Vices, but 
| C 4 only 
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q only in thoſe, who before they married, had 
rrbegas given themſelves over to work all Uncleanneſs 
. with Greedineſs, There are very few Men, if 
1 any, that give themſelves over to Vice, after 
Matrimony, merely upon the Account of their 
being married to odd Women, but thoſe who 
had done the ſame before : And on the other 
hand, there is no Woman that will behave 
in the Manner that our Penitent's Wife did, 
except thoſe, who before they married, were 
loſt to all Senſe of Modeſty. | 

God Almighty never denies his Grace but 
to the Impenitent ; and not always to them, 
becauſe they oftentimes may have Grace to 
repent, tho”. they as often refuſe it. Now as 
Impenitence cannot juſtly be ſaid to be the 
Effect of ſuch a Junction, as Lam now ſpeak- 
ing of, but rather preceeds it ; and as Mar- 
riages of this kind are not in themſelves ſin- 
ful: So to ſay, that the Youth thus wedded 1s 
abandoned to the deſtructive Impulſes of his own 
Paſſions, and is no longer the Object of God's 
providential Care, is an high Affront put up- 
on ſo ſacred an Ordinance, and conſequently 
very impious. 75 | 


II. Our Penitent, at Page q, calls the meet- 
ing of Youth and Age in Matrimony, A mon- 
ftrous Breach in the Order of Nature, And, 
at Page 10, unnatural Conjunctions and 
that they are contrary to the Scheme of God's 
Providence in the World, 
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It has been ſufficiently proved before, that 
the meeting of Yuth and Age in Matrimony, 


is not forbidden by the Laws of God or Man, 


but becauſe ſome Perſons may require a fur⸗ 


ther Confirmation of the Truth of what T 


have already ſaid, from the Words before 


them, I ſhall dier 


Firſt, What is really meant by a monſtrous 
Breach in the Order of Nature ; and an un- 
natural Conjunction. And 


Secondly, What it is to run counter to the 
Scheme of God's Providence in the World. 


Firſt, Tam to ſhew what is really meant by 


a monſtrous Breach in the Order of Nature ; ; 
and an unnatural Conjunction. 


When Almighty God delivered the Deca- 
logue, or Ten Commandments from Mount 
Sinai, to the Children of Mrael, he immedi- 
ately after, as it were by way of Explication, 
gave ſeveral others to Moſes alone. For during 
the Time that God pronounced the Law, Moſes 


was down among the People: But when God 


had done ſpeaking all thoſe Words, Moſes.drew 
near unto the thick Darkneſs where God was, and 
then it was that the reſt, that is, fe Command- 
ments, and the Statutes, and the Tudgments 


X. 21 


were delivered to him, that he might teach the 


People. Among the ſeveral Statutes and Judg- 
ments which Mo/es received, that of the Junc- 
tion or mixing of different Species, viz, * 
Mares vel Fæminæ cum Beſtiis was one, as 
we 

„Mankind with Beaſts, 


. = 
* — 


— — — —— — _ 


rr 


* — Dae. oder ind 5 4 * 


7 


2 
2 


1 6. R 
* — RI 


a ——— — — 
- 


220 


q 
„ 
4 1 
= „ 
1 
__ 
4 
f 
= 
i 
: 
[4 
= 
. 
. * 
8 
* 


261 


we ſind, Exod. xx1i. 19, and Levit. xviii, 23. 
Another was + Mares cum Maribus, as men- 
tioned, Levit. xviii. 22, And becauſe theſe 
were ſo abominable in the Sight of God, they 
were, whenever committed among the [/rae!;tes, 
to be puniſhed with Death. There is a Third, 
which may not improperly be termed Fæminæ 
per ſe (i.e. fine Maribus) cum libidinis Inſtru- 
mentis, and is mentioned by St. Paul, Romans 
i. 26. Nam ut fæminæ illorum tranſmutarunt 
naturalem uſum in eum qui eft præter naturam. 
Theſe may juſtly be called monſtrous Breaches 
in the Order of Nature, and unnatural Con- 
junctions: But the meeting of Vuth and Age 
is not præter naturam, but ſecundum naturam: 
It is not againſt the Law of Nature, but a- 
greeable to it, there being no difference but 
in their Ages, which though ſome may not 
approve of, yet others may. | 


_. Secondly, J am next to ſhew what i: is to 
run counter to the Scheme of God's Providence 
in the World, and from thence prove that the 
meeting of 7outh and Age is not contrary to 
this Scheme. "2 

But it may be objected here, That the Di- 
vine Command, both to Adam and Noah was, 
Be fruitful, and multiply, and repleniſh the 


, 


u. 1. Earth; how then can this End be anſwered, 


where one of the Parties is fo far adyanced in 
Years, as to be quite incapable of anfwering 
this End? (This, I ſuppoſe, is what our Peni- 
TOE. 7. | tent 

+ Sodomy. : 
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tent means by being contrary to the Scheme of 
God's Providence, though it is a very low Way 
of Thinking, and looks as if God Almighty 
had only regard to the Procreation of Children, 
or in other Words, the multiplying of Souls, 
without any regard to their Salvation.) . To 
which I anſwer, It is very true, that the Di- 
vine Command, as it was given to Adam, was, 
Be fruitful, and multiply, and repleniſh the Earth. 
This is the firſt Command given to Man 
that is mentioned in Sacred Writ, which was 
not repeated till the Flood was dried up, and 
the World was to be re-peopled by Noah, 
and then it was the firſt that he received, as 
it was alſo firſt to Adam, From the Time of 
Noah, we find nothing more ſaid of it. neither 
was there any other Command given after- 
ward, whereby Mankind were to be governed, 
but what was given to Noah at the ſame Time 
with this, till the Time of Moſes, when the 
Ten Commandments were given to the Chil- 
dren of I/rael, Now, when God Almighty 
ſaid, Be fruitful, and multiply, and repleniſb 
the Earth; it was when the World was in its 


Infancy, both Times: And if Mankind had 


not propagated their Species in thoſe early 
Days, or, if Providence had with-held their 
Endeavours ſo to do, the human Part of the 


Creation muſt ſoon have ſunk into its primi- 


tive Nothing. But, ſince the World wants 
not Inhabitants, as it did at the Creation, or 
immediately after the Flood; and as Matri- 
mony was ordained, as well for a Remedy 

| againſt 
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againſt Sin, and to avoid Fornication, as for 
the Procreation of Children, Perſons may join 
in Matrimony, though they may be aſſured 
beforehand that they ſhall have no Children. 
This being premiſed; there is not much Dif- 
ficulty in diſcovering what it is to run counter 
to the Scheme of God's Providence, and therein 
make it appear, that the meeting of Youth and 
Ape, is not contrary to this Scheme, 

The Commandments of God are of two 
Sorts, namely, Affirmative and Negative ; the 
former containing Duties to be performed ; 
the latter Sins to be avoided, Now, as the 
doing what is commanded, and avoiding what 
is forbidden is conſiſtent with, nay, is abiolute- 
ly our Duty: fo to act the Reverſe in any 
one of theſe, that is, to do what is forbidden, 
or to neglect what is commanded, is contrary 
to the great Scheme of God's Providence, 
which without all doubt, is principally the Sal- 
vation of Souls. For Example. 

I, It is contrary to the Scheme of God's 
Providence for a Man to drink intemperately, 
becauſe it deprives him of that Reaſon, which 
was given him to govern himſelf by, in his 
Paſſage thro' this Life to a better: and is for- 
bid by the Sixth Commandment, as being one 
Degree of Self- murder. Yet Men will not 
forſake their dear Delight, the Bottle: And 
though they ſee their Reaſon, as it were, ſtrug- 
gling for Life, in the Bow/ or in the Tankard, 
yet they will ſuppreſs it and keep it down, by 
continually pouring in more Liquor, 

<<. An d, 


1 . — — — 


29 ] 
And, Drunkard-like, become moſt abje Slaves 
To Wine, and arink themſelves into their Grav?. 


2. It is contrary to the Scheme of God's 
Providence to commit Fornication and Adul- 
tery, becauſe it is forbid by the Seventh Com- 
mandment ; and therefore to prevent theſe 
deteſtable Sins, our great Creator inſtituted the 
holy State of Matrimony, that Men and Wo- 
men might marry and keep themſelves unde- 
filed Members of Chriſt's Body. But Men 
will commit Fornication with their Neigh- 
bor's Daughters, and Adultery with their 
Neighbor's Wives notwithſtanding, and ſome- 
times run away with them beſide, and ſo break 
two Commandments more, vis. the Eighth 
and Tenth, all which fay, 


Take nothing, which ts not thine oui. x 8 


— 


And let thy Neighbar*s Wife alune. 
His Daughter tos, moſt not be known 


Till married. — 


3. It is contrary to the Scheme of God's 
Providence to bear falſe Witneſs, becauſe it is 
forbid by the Ninth Commandment, and tends 


to ruin that particular Perſon againſt whom 
a falſe Accuſation is levell d. But our Knights 


of the Poſt, do not ſcruple to ſwear away a 
Man's Life at any Ti long, if they: can get any 
thing by it. 
Lite Jacob's Sons, they'll no Compaſſ on Sew 
But helpleſs Innocence muſt ſtoop below 
The-Weight of their oppreſſive Voice: And then, 
N inpudeniq. think they quit themſelves like Men. 
O. 


[ 30 
Or thus: 


So Jacob's Sons relentleſs ſtood, 

When they had ſold their Brother*s Blood, 
The Price of whom was Twenty-Pence, 
Whoſe greateſt Crime was Innocence. 


4. It is contrary to the Scheme of God's 
Providence to be a Roman Catholic, as Roman 
Catholics go now a-Days, and have gone for 
ſeveral Hundred Years paſt, becauſe God is a 
jealous God, and will not. be worſhipped by 
Images, and therefore has forbid the Uſe of 
them in the Second Commandment. Yet Men 
will uſe Images, and devoutly or rather blind- 
ly kneel and pray to them, as if (poor dumb 
* they both heard and ſaw thein; and 
a 
Pray to Peter and to Paul, 
And to St. Anthony and all : 
And to a Thouſand more they run, 
MM bo nothing know of all that*s ** 
Dupan this terrene Globe. 5 


5. And Laſtly, It is contrary to the Scheme 
of God's Providence for a Man to be a 
Rebel, becauſe the holy Spirit of God faith, 

(1 )By Job, Chap. xxxiv. ver, 18. 1s if fit to 

fay to ua King, Thou art wicked? 

(2.) By Solomon, - Proverbs - xxiv, ver. 21. 
My Son, 4 thou the Lord, and the King. 

(3.) By St. Peter, in his firſt Epiſtle, Chap. ii. 
ver. 13 and 14. Submit yourſelves to every Or- 
dinance of Man, for the Lord's Sake: whether 
it be to the King as Supreme; or unto Gover- 

| nors, 


c 


» e 


13 
nors, as unto them that are ſent by bim for the 
Puniſhment of Ewvil-doers, and for the Praiſe 


of them that do well. And at ver. 17, Honour 
the King. 


(4.) By the Fifth Commandment, Hcenour 
thy Father and thy Mother. Now, as Kings 
are civil Parents, and the higheſt of them; 
therefore it follows, that he who diſhonors 
his Sovereign, diſhonors his Maker alſo. 
And then, in Conformity to the Laws of our 
Nation, I may very juſtly ſay, 1 

Who takes up Arms againſt his Sov'reign Lord, 

Ought, Rebel-like, to periſh with a Cord. 

I could produce a great many more Exam- 
ples to prove the Truth of my Aſſertion, 
namely, That nothing is contrary to the 
Scheme of God's Providence, but the omitting 
what ought to be done, or the practiſing what 
ought not to be done, in Oppoſition to our 
Penitent, but theſe are ſufficient to my pre- 
ſent Purpoſe. Hence it follows, That as the 
meeting together of Youth and Age in Marri- 
mony, is not a monſtrous Breach in the Or- 
der of Nature, and an unnatural Conjunc- 
tion; ſo neither is it contrary to the Scheme 


of God's Providence, but moſt agreeable to it. 


III. At Page 10, our Penitent 0 Ma- 
trimony entered into from any other Inducement, 
than that of a finrere and tender Paſſion, an Af- 


fection which is purely and fimply fixed on the 


Perſon, abſtracted from all Confiderations of 
Wealth, &c. is no better than mere Fornica- 
4 cation. 


E33 
cation. He that marries merely for the Sale 
of Money, or any Convenience of that Sort, 
cannot properly be ſaid to have married a Wife, 

but a Bag of Mony, a Piece of Parchment, &c. 
and therefore he is till without a Wife, in the 
ftrift and true Senſe of the Word, and the Mo. 
man that be keeps may lawfully (jo far as the 
Thing only regards the nominal Huſband) make 
bim a Cuckold, without committing Adultery : 
For all the Crime which can reaſonably be im- 
puted to her on that Score, ſeeing ſhe is not yet 

married, is but Fornication at the worſt; and 
even that not ſo blameable as in a ſingle Woman, 

becauſe ſhe has been betrayed, and tied to 4 
Man who only ſtands in the Place of a Huſband, 
- without being really ſuch: And who has wick- 
-edly deprived her of all Opportunities of diſpo- 
ing of herſelf in a Manner more ſuitable 1 
bat may conſtitute her Happineſs, 


Here is excellent Advice truly. Virtue and 
Religion are quite degraded, and ſhameful 
] horedom introduced in their ſtead, and fa- 
voured by this hopeful Penitent. 

Frirſt, He ſays, Matrimony entered into from 
- any other Inducement, than that of a fincere and 
tender Paſſion, an Affection which is purely and 
imply fixed on the Perſon, abſtracted from all 

Conſiderations of Wealth, &c. is no better than 
mere Fornication, This is very unjuſt Lan- 
guage, and is not only accuſing ſingle Perſons 
of a Sin which they ſtand quite clear of, but 
is, in ſome Meaſure, condemning the 9 5 
Om- 
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Community for ſuch Actions as, he would 
make us believe, are unwarrantable. Now 
ſuppoſe a young Widom to be left in narrow 
Circumſtances, with a Child to provide for ; 
and this Widow for the better Support of her- 
ſelf and Child, places herſelf at Service with 
ſome rich and ſingle old Gentleman, and by 
her humble and modeſt Deportment ſhould fo 
far win her Maſter's Affections, as that he 
would condeſcend to make her his Wife ; Can 
any one 7u/tly blame her for this? No. Wilt 
any Law, even the moſt Sacred, accuſe her of 
Fornication, for accepting this Offer, and 
thereby making Proviſion for herſelf and 
Child? No. But would not every one blame 
her if ſhe had refuſed it? Yes: Every one ex- 
cept our Penitent. And I make no doubt, 
but in this Caſe, what the Prieſt binds on 
Earth, is alſo bound in Heaven, and ratified 
and confirmed by the moſt High. 2 
Modeſta was a young and very pretty Vi- 
dow, and had no ſmall Share of good Senſe. 
Her Huſband died and left her one Child, 
diz. a Daughter to bring up; but her Cir- 
cumſtances being very narrow, ſhe could not. 
educate her in the Manner ſhe had been edu- 
cated herſelf: However ſhe managed as well 
as ſhe was able. The Child ſhe put to Nurſe, 
and herſelf went to be an Houſe-keeper to 
an elderly Gentleman in the Neighborhood. 
During the Time that ſhe waited on Antiquus 
(for that was her Maſter's Name) ſhe was al- 
ways very careful to 5585 him in every 1 
a 
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and being very good-natur'd, and of a grace- 
ful Carriage ; the old Gentleman th ugh: he 
could not do a better Deed, than makc ↄdeſta 
his Wife. When an Opportunity offer d, as 
he was not long without one, he opened his 
Mind to her, which occaſioned the following 
Dialogue. | 

Antiquus, Modeſia! You have now been 
with me almoſt a Year, and have given me a 
great deal of Satisfaction, by your Care and 
Fidelity. 

Modeſta. Sir, J am very glad have ſo far 
anſwered your Expectations; that you ars 
pleas'd with my - mean Performances, and 
think I have done my Duty. 

Antiquus. Yes, Modeſta! You have more 
than done it; and now, as a Re ward, give me 
leave to offer ſomething that, I believe, will 
be of Advantage to you, 

Modeſta. Sir | Should I withſtand any Offer 
that may tend to my Advantage, I FE to 
be blamed for it very much, and in the mean 
Time, am obliged to you for thinking on me, 
and promoting my Intereſt. | 

Antiquus, What I mean, Mode a, is, in 
few Words, to make you my Vie, if you 
think well of it. 

Modeſta. Sir! T hope you will pardon me, 
if I ſay I cannot believe it; and that I am in- 
clin'd to think you have a mind only to make 
yourſelf merry with my Mandan of being 
a Widow, | 


Ant gu. 


35 
Antiquus. No, Modefta ! I aſſure you I am 
ſerious, I believe your late Huſband found 
in you a valuable Wife, and I ſhould now be 
very glad to enjoy the ſame Happineſs, 

Modeſta. As this, Sir, is the firſt Time that 
you have made this Propoſal ; and, as Under- 
takings of this kind are for Life, and conſe- 
quently very weighty, I hope you do not-ex- 
pect an immediate Anſwer. 

Antiquus, No, Madeſta ! No precipitate En- 
gagements in Matrimony, I have been ſome 
Time conſidering on it myſelf, and it is but 
reaſonable now, that you ſhould conſider on 
it too, Tis true, I am advanced in Years, 
and it would be a high Degree of Folly in me, 
to endeavour to make you believe other wiſe. 
But indeed, Mode, a, J ſhould be glad to have 
you for my Wife, rather than my Servant, 

Madeſta then took her Leave, and departed 
the Room as if ſomeching was to be done by 
the lower Servants that wanted her immediate 
Direction. In the mean Time ſhe conſidered 
upon the Aﬀair very maturely ; and as the 
Propofal was agreeable, it made her Counte- 
nance the more Pleaſant (which Anti uus took 
Notice of) though ſhe would not ſay a Word 
about it to him till he ſpoke firſt. After ſtay- 
ing about fix or ſeven Days, Antiquus aſked 
ber again, as follows, . 

Antiquus. Well, Mcdefta ! What is your 
Opinion of the Propoſal I made to you the 
other Day ? | 

Modefta, What was that Sir? 

LES". Modeſta. 
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Antiquus, Dear Heart ! How ſhort your 
Memory is on a ſudden! Why it was about 
making you my Wife. Have you conſidered 
on it? | | 

Modeſta. Yes, Sir, J have, but cannot ſee 
any thing in myſelf, deſerving of ſuch a Fa- 
vour ; and am of Opinion, you might find 
ſome other Perſon, more worthy to fill up 
ſo eminent a Place. 
Antiquus. I want not Wealth, Modeſta, he- 
cauſe I have enough of that already: But I 
approve of you, and am reſolved to have no 
other. a 

Modeſta. Sir! If that is your Reſolution, I 
have no Objection, . 

Not long after this, they were married; and 
within three Quarters of a Year afterwards, 
he died and left her a very plentiful Fortune 
to maintain herſelf and Daughter, with which 
ſhe lived very comfortably. Again, 
ucundus was Gardner to a rich Lady, 

pretty far advanced in Years, of good Senſe 

and a merry Diſpoſition, but ſingle. As he 
underſtood his Buſineſs thoroughly, and was 
very ingenious, ſhe took great Delight to walk 
in the Garden while he was at work, and 
would frequently queſtion him about the Ve- 
getable Part of the Creation, and the great 
Beauty there was in the orderly Diſpoſal of 
ſo great a Variety of Plants in the World, 
amidſt all which there was nothing, how de- 
ſpicable ſoever it might appear, but what was 
uſeful ſome way or other. To which Ju- 
| | cundus 
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cundus anſwer'd, Madam! What you ſay is very 
right: For when God Almighty firft made the 
World, and all Things in it, He pronounced 
them all to be very good ; and therefore what 
we term the vileſt Inſect, and moſt worthleſs 
Plant, are valuable in the Sight of Him, who 
made nothing in Vain, though we know not their 
Virtues, The Truth is, Jucundus had al- 
ways enough to ſay for himſelf ; and being of a 
pleaſant Carriage, his Lady was the better plea- 
ſed with his Diſcourſe, and not unlikely with 
his Perſon too, as he had very few Blemiſhes. 
One Day, while they were converſing toge- 
ther, as uſual, upon the various Productions 
of the Earth, ſhe purpoſely, and by a very 
eaſy Tranſition, changed her Diſcourſe from 
the Growth of Plants, to that of an human 
Creature, as being the moſt noble, as well as 
the laſt Part of the Creation; and by tracing 
this backwards, it brought them to argue up- 
on the Subject of Matrimony. After ſpeaking 
of ſome Perſons which they both knew were 


married, and lived happily, they fell into the 


following little Dialogue. | 

Lady. What is your Opinion of Matri- 
mony, Jucundus? 

Fucundus, Upon my Word, Madam, I can't 


tell, For as I was never married in my Life, 


my Judgment conceining it is not yet ſettled, 

Lady. So I perceive your Caſe and mine 
are alike. But 1 imagined you had been a 
married Man, and therefore expected an Ac- 
count of that State of Life from you, with 
5 D 3 regard 


Geneſis 
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zezard to the Happineſs or Miſery attending 
it; becauſe ſome People ſay; It admits of no 
Medium, * 85 HEY 

Jucundus. Madam! J have heard the ſame; 
and have been further told, That when a mar- 
ried Couple agree as they ought, and have 
that tender Affection for each other, which 
becomes People in that State, and have enough 
to enjoy the Comforts of Life, that a ſingle 
Life is not half ſo happy. 

- Lady. You feem, Jucundus, to ſpeak theſe 
Words with ſome Affection, as if you had 
ſome Inclination that Way yourſelf, 
Fucundus. Indeed, Madam, I have had ſome 
Thoughts of changing my Condition, though 
I know not with whom yet. 
Lady. Very well, Jucundus! So then, by 
and by, I muſt look out for another Gardner. 
In the mean time, I ſuppoſe you are for ſome 
pretty Girl or other ; Is not that the Caſe ? 
Fucundus. Youth and Beauty, Madam, in 
your Sex, are very engaging Motives, 
Lach. I thought ſo: But ſuppoſe ſome 
agreeable Woman of good Fortune, and whoſe 
Years are ſuperior to yours, would accept of 
you, and eaſe you of that heavy Employ 
which you now labour under ; Which would 
vou take? | 
. Facundus. Really, Madam, you have now 
put ſuch a Queſtion to me, as I can ſcarce 
tell how'to-reſolve., But, I believe, I ſhould 
chuſe the Woman you propoſe, provided ſhe 
were ſuch an One as —— | 
arg 6 | Lach. 
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Lady, Such an One as who? 

Jucundus. Madam! If you will promiſe not 
to be angry with me, I will tell you. 
Lady. What Euſineſs have I to be angry 
with your Choice, Fucundus? You know the 
old Proverb, As you make. your Bed, ſo Joh 
muſt lie in it. 

ucundus. T know that very well, Madam: 
But if I thought you were not concern d 
with my Choice, I would not ſue for your 
Pardon. 

Lady. Pray let me know then, who it is: 
I promiſe you T'll not be angry. 

TFucundus. It is yourſelf, Madam. 

57 Myſelf, Facundus! What Proſpect 
have you of gaining me? 

7 J do not know, Madam: But 
if I might obtain you in Marriage, I ſhould 
think myſelf very happy. — You promiſed 
that you would not be angry. 

Lady. J remember it very well, and I'll 
keep my Word, But ſuppoſe I ſhould be in- 
clinable that Way, might I depend upon 
your future good Behaviour, ſo as to make 
Life happy? 

Jucundus. Madam ! I own, the Truth can 
never be known, till we have given ourſelves 
each to the other, and taken one another for 
better for worſe. But if I know myſelf aright, 
you may depend to find in me a good Huſ- 


band. 


Lady. Very well, Jucumus. Leſs than 


chat TI world not have, and more I cannot 
D 4.” have: 
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have: And if I may depend on this ſingle 
Promiſe of yours, namely, Of making me a 
good 'Huſband, which includes all that can be 
ſaid, make me your Wife as ſoon as you 
pleaſe, and then myſelf and Fortune ſhall be 
at your Service. 

The Week following they were married, 
and Fucundus was made ſole Maſter of all 
that he deſired. 2 
I think theſe two Inſtances, no Man, in his 
right Senſes, can call Fornication. But be- 
cauſe it-may be objected by ſome, that they 
make the Women appear as if they were 
ready to be married without being courted; 
or at moſt, that a very little will ſuffice them, 
I ſhall beg Leave to obſerve, | 
1. That Inſtances of this kind have hap- 
28 in the World, and may happen again. 

1 N 
Fi 2. That I am ſo far from throwing any 
r on the Fair Sex, for ſuch an eaſy 
Condeſcenſion, that, on the contrary, I very 
much blame ſome Men for their unkind Uſage 


= 


to them on that Score, For what can be 
more ridiculous, than for a Man firſt to make 

is Addreſſes to a Woman, and then, when 
he has obtain'd her, treat her ill, merely be- 
Cauſe ſhe believed he acted upon honorable 
Principles, and with that View ſuffered her- 
1elf to be won by him the eafier ? This has 
been the hard Misfortune of many Women, 
hut it very much redounds to the Diſcredit of 


* 2 $I +.& 
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Secondly, And by way of Digreſſion, let us 
compare the Words at the Beginning of this 
IIId. Section, with thoſe at the Bottom of 
Page 6, and Top of Page 7, in our Penitent, 
both which are as follows, v:z. 

At Pages 6 and 7, he ſays, According to the 
ſacred Laws of Matrimony, as eflabliſhed by 
the all-wiſe Author of Nature, the principal 
Motive, the chief Inducement for entering into 
; that State, is a mutual Affection between the 
Parties, ſupremely over-ruling all other Confi- 
derations: Which Affection is to be regulated 
by a prudent Foreſight, and a ſtrict Regard to 
the Preſervation and Improvement of each others 
Happineſs, abſtrafted from the mere Gratifica- 
tions of Love, But 

At Page 10, as before, he ſays, Matrimony 
entered into from any other Inducement, than 
that of a fincere and tender Paſſion, an Af 
fection which is purely and fimply fixed on the 
Perſon, abſtracted from all Conſiderations of 
Wealth, is no better than mere Formcation, 


Here we find a two-fold Oppoſition. 
1. In the former, as it contradicts itſelf, 
And 
2. In both, as they contradict one another. 
1, For that which contradicts itſelf. And 
this naturally divides itſelf into two Parts. 
(I.) The Thing contradicted, which is, The 
mutual Affection between the Parties, ſupreme- 
ly over-ruling, i. e. governing all other Con- 
ſiderations. And 
8 (2.) The 


— — —— — — 
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(2.) The Thing contradicting, which is, that 
this Affection is to be regulated, i. e. governed 
by a prudent Foreſight, and a ſtrict Regard to 
the Preſervation and Improvement of 242 others 
Happineſs. 3 8 wk e 
No that which over-rules all other Con- 
fiderations, cannot be regulated or governed 
by any, becauſe it is ſuperior to all, And on 
the other Hand, whatever is governed by any 
one Thing, cannot govern or 140 all, 
becauſe it is in ſubjection to, and governed by 
ſomething ſuperior to it. The ſame Thing 
therefore cannot ſapremely over-rule all, and 
yet itſelf be regulated or over- ruled: This be- 
ing impoſſible. 3 
2. The next Thing to be conſidered is the 
foreſaid two Paſſages, as they contradict one 
another. In the former, our Penitent ſays, 
That the mutual Affection between the Parties 
to be married, is to be regulated by a prudent 
Fore/jght :- that is, they muſt conſider whether 
they have Mony enough between them to put 
themſelves {the Huſband at leaſt) into ſuch a 


Way of Buſineſs, as may afford them a com- 


fortable Subſiſtence. That this is his Mean- 
ing, appears from the Agreement at Page 26, 
of poſtponing the Marriage between him and 
the young Lady that he was engaged with, 
concerning their little Fortunes, which, when 
put together, would make about four Hundred 
Pounds. But in the latter he ſays, Matrimony 
entered into from any other Inducement, than 
that of a tender Affection ſimply fixed on tbe 
"FB We Perſon, 
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Perſon, abſtracted from all Conſiderations of 
Wealth, is no better than Fornication, Here 
the prudent Foreſight is abſolutely and entirely 
ſhut out by the Wotds abHracted from all Con- 
fiderations of Wealth, And this he makes ap- 
ear by an Example, at Page 22, of the 
Ruſtic, who looks for no greater Happineſs, 
than what he expedis to find in the Arms of ſome 
tight buxom Lass; truſting to the Bleſſing of 
Providence on his Induſtry, for every other En- 
joyment, "Theſe two, therefore, as they ſtand 
in direct Oppoſition to each other, cannot 
both be right. For if our Affections are to be 
regulated by a prudent Foreſight, there muſt 
be ſome Conſiderations of what the World 
calls Wealth; and then the Proceedings of the 
Ruftic, are very filly and not worthy our Imi- 
tation : But if we are to follow the Example 
of Dick and Suſan, then all that was termed. 
prudent Foreſight, becomes no Prudence at all, 
and conſequently not worth our Regard. But 
to return, 1 
Thirdly. He that marries merely for the Sake 
of Mony, or any Convenience of that Sort, can- 
not properly be ſaid to have married a Wife, 
but a Bag of Mony, a Piece of Parchment, &c. 
Hence, according to our Penitent, the Wo- 
man, however fincere ſhe may be in her In- 
tentions, does not act for herſelf, but for her 
Mony and Parchment; and when, in his 
Opinion, ſhe has done her Part, and diſpoſed 
of them, ſhe may go about her Buſineſs, ſince 
ſhe only acted as a Proxy. Very excellent, 
truly ! Fourtbly. 
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+. Fourthly. And the Woman that he keeps, 
Obſerve with how much Indifference he ex- 
preſſes himſelf ; calling a lawful Wife, whom 
the Huſband is bound 13 love, comfort, and 
honour, only the Woman that he keeps ; juſt as 
if ſhe was his (I was going to ſay Wh—re, 
but it's a very naughty Word, therefore T'll 
fay) Miſtreſs. 
Fifthly, May lawfully (fo far as the Thing 
only regards the nominal Huſband) make him a 
zckold, The Parentheſis here is of no uſe, 
and might as well have been left out: But 
that the Wife may lawfully make a Cuckold 
of her Huſband, is what the World never 
knew before. Well ! This is very ſurprifing 
upon my Word ! | ;, 
Sixthly. Without committing Adultery, This 
Expreſſion is needleſs: For if a Woman may 
Iawfully cuckold her Huſband, as our Penitent 
fays, to be ſure ſhe may do it without com- 
mitting Adultery : that is, ſhe may diſpenſe 
with the divine Command, and commit Adul- 
tery, without committing a Sin. Bleſs me! 
What would a great many Men not give, might 
they do this ! | 
© Seventhly, For all the Crime —— ſeeing ſhe 
7s not married, is but Fornication at the worſt, 
Here the Penitent makes a Difference be- 
tween Fornication and Adultery, The latter, 
from the Nature of his Expreſſion, he allows 
to be the greater of the Two, but the former 
is venial and trifling: If is but Fornication at 


the wor /f. 1 bk 
F ighthly. 
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Eigbtbly. And even that, not fo blamable as 
in a fingle Women, Juſt before, he ſaid, ſhe. 
is not married, now ſhe is acknowledged not 
to be a Jingle Woman, Not to be ſingle, is to 
be married ; if married, ſhe muſt have a Huſ- 
band. So then ſhe who proſtitutes herſelf and 
wrongs her Huſband's Bed, is guilty of a leſs 
Sin, han ſhe who violates her Chaſtity, while 
a ſingle Woman: I is but Fornication at the 
wor /t. | | 

Now if any one ſhould aſk me, By what 
Sprrit our Penitent was moved when he wrote 
all this? I ſhould anſwer, by the ſame Spirit 
that moved the good Woman of St. Ives in 
Huntingdonſhire, (who was afterwards exe- 
cuted as a moſt abominable Sorcereſs in New 


England) to pray extempore, more fervently, 


and with leſs Heſitation, than the beſt Clergy- 
man in that and the neighboring Counties, 
that is, the Devil. ; 
I think Thave now ſufficiently ſpoke to the 
Particular, relating to the Diſproportion of 
Years in a married State, whether it be a 
young Man's being married to an old Woman, 
or by a young Woman's being married to an 
old Man, and have ſhewn on either fide of 
the Queſtion, that the Voman is the worle off, 
and muſt, many Times, ſubmit to her Huſband's 


Temper with Tears, to make her Life but 


tolerably eaſy; and have alſo made it appear, 
that Puth and Age may meet together in Ma- 
trimony, and yet, no Sin be committed mere- 


ly upon the Account of ſuch a Junction, _ 
| | that 
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that they may, likewiſe, be the Objects of God's 
providential Care. In the following Part af 
this AbvocArE, I ſhall ſtill have the ſame re- 
gard for the Farr Sex, by endeavouring to clear 
up the Reputation of the young Widows, from 
the Imputation of Scandal, as I have already 


done that of the Maids, whether old or young. 
And therefore 


IV. Our Penitent, in Page 3, offers to prove, 
by a few general Arguments, the great Dan- 
ger of any Man's marrying a young Widow, 
But, in Page 6, he thus expreſſes himſelf : If 
the over-ruiing Hand of Providence extends 
its Diſpenſations to the grand Concerns of human 
Life, Marriage, as one of the principal, if not 
abſolutely the moſt important, having an im- 
mediate Tendency to the Improvement or De- 
ſtruction of human Happineſs, is auß intitled 
to its peculiar Care. And that Providence ac- 
tually does govern and direct Mankind in this, 
as well as in all other important Concerns, is 
palpably evident from the Conſequences ever at- 
tending Events of this kind, | 


Before I proceed upon the Words juſt men- 
tioned, I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that our 

Penitent, in Page 3, aforeſaid, does not write 
to the Infidels of this Age. — It is a little mer- 
ry to ſee how common this Expreſſion is. Let 
a Man be as black as a Chimney-Sweeper him- 
ſelf, yet be writes not to Infidels, No, no, they are 
beneath his Notice, and may run the high Road 
6 
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to Deſtruction and periſh eternally, for him: 
He would have you to underſtand, that he 
writes to a better fort of People, viz. To all 
his Chriſtian Readers. For my own Part, I 
ſhould rather write to the former, that 1 
might, if poſſible, procure their Amendment, 
For as Infide!s may be looked on as the worſt 
ſort of People: ſo they ſtand moſt in need of 
being reformed. And if I ſhould happen to 
be the Inſtrument of conveying Grace to ſuch 
a Rebel to Reaſon, and by that Means procure 
his Converſion, I think it would. be a glorious 
Work, and then his Mony, in the Purchaſe of 
that which will promote his eternal Happineſs, 
will not be badly laid out. But to return. 

In the Quotations laſt mentioned, there are 
two Things to be taken Notice of. Ws 
Firſt, A very wide and material Difference 
between them, And 

Secondly. A Miſnomer at the End of the 
latter, | - 
Firſt.” Of the wide and material Difference 
between the Quotations. In the former of 
them our Penitent, cautions a Man againſt mar- 
rying a young Widow, even if ſhe be a vir- 
tuous one (for he makes no Diſtinction be- 
tween thoſe who are virtuous and thoſe who 
are not) and warns him of the Danger, as if 
God Almighty had quite given her over, But 
in the latter, he declares Marriage to be in- 
titled to the peculiar Care of Heaven; 2nd that 
Divine Providence does actually govern and di- 
rect Mankind in it. But theſe cannot both 


be right. For 1. L 
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1. If there is really any Danger in marry. 
ing a young Vidou, then Divine Providence 
does not govern and direct Men in their 
2 becauſe he never directs them to a bad 
nd, tho' ſometimes permits ſuch a Thing to be 
done, which has a Tendency that Way. But 
2. If Divine Providence actually does govern 
and direct Mankind in their Choice, then 
there can be no Danger in marrying a young 
Widow. 


x Cor, vii.g. (I.) Becauſe the Widows, when they can- 


not contain, are commanded to marry. Where, 
by the way, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that 
Continency in Women, as well as in Men, is 
the ſpecial Gift of God : and where this Gift 
is denied, it does not render the Women at all 
the more culpable, if they make uſe of the Re- 
medy that Providence has provided, v:z. Ma- 
trimony. For if every Woman enjoyed this 
Gift, the World would want many Thouſands 
of Inhabitants, more than at preſent it does. 
And 

(2.) Becauſe when Divine Providence di- 
rects us in our Choice, it muſt be to a good 
End, if we will purſue it. But if it ſhould 
prove bad afterward, the Fault will be our own, 
for not walking ſo uprightly as we ought to 
do, For though God directs us, yet he will 
not force us to be good. | 

Now as the Almighty cannot be charged 


Job. iv. 38. with Folly, who charges his Angels with it; 


and as the foregoing two Caſes are abundantly 
more incompatible than Youth and Age; : 
mu 
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' muſt abide by the latter, and further add, That 


he who has Front enough to affirm, That Di- 
vine Providence governs and direfts Mankind 
in their Choice when they marry, and yet ſay, 
There is Danger in marrying a young Widow, 
without diſtinguiſhing whether ſhe is virtuous 
or not at the ſame Time, taxes the ſupreme 
Being with want of Knowledge, and in ſome 
Meaſure may be ſaid to be guilty of Blaſ- 
phemy. 

Virtue, Youth, Beauty, good Senſe and good 
Nature do certainly excite very ſtrongly, They 
raiſe in the Breaſt ſuch a tender Regard for 
the Perſons poſſeſs d of theſe amiable Qualifi- 
cations, that very often, when we are at liberty 
to chooſe, we wiſh them our own, and are 
extremely delighted with ſuch Companions. 
Surely then, a young W1dow poſleſs'd of theſe 
Qualifications, can never make a Man un- 
happy, who is not ſo in himſelf, or made fo 
by ſome other Circumſtances, 

It muſt be allow'd, that as our great Crea- 
tor has endued us with Reaſon; ſo he expects 
that we ſhould make uſe of that Reaſon, and 
not ruſh into the State of Matrimony too pre- 
cipitately, and upon a Preſumption that we 
cannot do amiſs, becauſe Providence directs us. 
Every Man,  inclinable to marry, ought to 


look carefully about him, examin his Circum- 


ſtances, the Condition and Quality of the Per- 


ſon he intends for his future Companion, and 
above all, let him learn to know bimſelf, and 
then III anſwer for it, his Wife will be happy 


E in 


— 
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in a Huſband. In the mean Time, I would 
have it underſtood, that God Almighty 
has no where promiſed to make us happy, 

whether we will or no; and therefore it will 
be very adviſable in every one that intends to 
alter his State of Life, to beg the Aſſiſtance of 
Divine Providence in this momentous Affair; 
and if it will be for the mutual Good of both, 
and tend to his Honour and Glory, to for- 
ward it; if not, to prevent it. This Method, 
| whoever follow'd it, I believe, never fail'd of 
Succeſs: And in all probability, the great De- 
light of Men, I mean the tender and virtuous 
Fair, will find their Account in it likewiſe. 
Theſe Things being duly weighed and confi- 
der d; he who is concern'd herein may next 
proceed to the Object of his Affections; and if 
they ſhould happen to be placed upon a 
Widow, if ſhe is-pofleſs'd of the juſt- mentioned 
Qualifications, he cannot fail of being happy 
in her, when they come together, But if 
divine Providence fees it beſt, that they ſhould 
not be Huſband and Wife, take it for granted, 
that ſome faultleſs Aviderit or other, not ſeen 
before by them, at leaſt one of them, "ſhall 
Prevent it. But let it not once be thought 
that it is merely becauſe the Lady is a Wi- 
1 Cor. widow : No, St. Puul affirms, that ſhe is at liber- 
39 ty to be married: to whom ſhe will, only * the 
Lord, that is, to a Chriſtian. 
Me are all in the Hands of God W 
Ja. iv. Ytor. He ig our Potter, and we are only the 


Gay; moulded and faſhioned according as his 
Divine 


[ 
| 
| 
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Divine Wiſdom ſaw moſt fit and convenient. 


Hence it follows, that no Man can help his 
nataral Temperament. I remember to have 
heard it once pronounced by a late * Doctor 


in Divinity, in his Expoſition on the third 


Queſtion and Anſwer in the Church Catechiſm, 
concerning the fnful Luſis of the Fleſh, or as 
it is in the Office of public Baptiſm, the car- 
nal Luſfts of the Fleſh, that we did not promiſe 
by our Sureties never to think amiſs, or that 
a carnal Defire. ſhould not enter into our 
Hearts or Minds, but only that we would not 
follow, nor be led by them. Hence he ob- 
ſerved, that when Perſons are young, healthy, 
and in their full Strength and Vigor, it can- 


not be otherwiſe, but that impure Thoughts 


will ſometimes ariſe within us, which are ſin- 
ful or not, according as they are encouraged 
or rejected. It was obſerved before, that Con- 


tinency in Women, as well as in Men, is the 


ſpecial Gift of God, and When it is denied, 
they are not culpable, provided they uſe the 


proper Remedy, viz, Matrimony, Now ſup- 
poſe a Widow of Three-ſcore, . ſhould be de- 
firous of conjugal Intercourſes. The Queſtion 
is, Whether ſuch an One is faulty or nor? To 
which I anſwer, No, if Prudence takes Place: 
And my Reaſon 1s, Becauſe ſne was not her 
own Creator. And therefore, if Providence 
thinks fit to beſto upon ſome Perſons of Six- 
ty or + a as 2 a Share of Health, 

IS 02 4 Strength, 
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Strength, and Spirits, as upon others of half 
their Age, it ought. to be looked on as a Rleſſ- 
ing, and as ſuch, received with Thankfulneſs, 
This was Abrabam' s and Sarab's Caſe. But 
perhaps ſome will ſay, that the Birth of 1/aac 
was ſomewhat miraculous; Fir, becauſe 
Abrabam (when 1/aac was promiſed) thought 
himſelf — old to be the 8 of Children 
proceeding from his own Loins, Gen. xvii, 17, 
And Secondly, becauſe, Deſierat eſe Sar ſecun- 
dum conſuetudinem mulierum, Gen, xvii, 11, 
and therefore is out of the Queſtion. To which 
L anſwer, That it is not out of the Queſtion, 
but is applicable to it: And whoever makes 
this Objection, does it againſt himſelf, becauſe 
here is ſuch an-eminent Inſtance in favour of 
thoſe who are advanced in Years, which is, 
That they may lawfully (within the Liberties 
of Matrimony) as Occaſion requires, uſe thoſe 
Means for the ſame wiſe Ends that Providence 
has appointed them, The like may be obſerv- 
ed of Zechariah and Elizabeth, in the New 
Teſtament, concerning the wonderful Birth of 
Fabn the Baptiſt, as mentianed in the firſt 
Chapter of St. Luke. 
5 5 is univerſally granted, chat Inclinations 
to Matrimony, when they proceed from ſound 
ll Principles, cannot be tinful, It was God 
ll Gen. i 3. Almighty's own Command, Be fruitful, and 
= multiply, and repleniſh the Earth. Now, if a 
Vidom poſſeſs d of the fore · mentioned Qualifi- 
catians, be inclined to marry a ſecond Time, 
ſhe cannot defire it upon baſe Principles, ns 
there 
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there is (as was obſerved before) ſuch a Sweet- 
neſs in an unreſerved innocent Converſation, 
between the Huſband and Wife, as no one 
knows that never entered into that State, 
There is an Obje#10n commonly made a- 
gainſt the Women, viz. That they love their firſt 
Huſbands beſt. This, I muſt own, is poſſible; 
and according as Circumſtances govern, is pro- 
bable alſo: For if the firſt Huſband was a good 
One, and the ſecond a bad One, it cannot 
be otherwiſe. - But how true this Expreſſion 
is in the general, is beſt known to themſelves. 
For my own Part, I freely declare to all the 
World, that I am not a Woman, and there- 
fore cannot ſpeak by Experience, However, 
this I believe, that when a Couple have lived 
happily together ten or twelve Years, their 
Affections in that Time become inter woven, 
and then the ſurviving Perſon, whether Man 
or Woman, cannot eaſily forget the late Com- 
panion of his or her Life. Nay, even after 
their Remains are laid in the ſilent Repoſitory 
of the Grave, they can ſcarcely believe they 
are Dead. At Meal- times and Bed- time they 
miſs their Partners, and often vainly hope to 
ſee them again. In ſhort, there is no one can 
tell what it is to loſe ſo near a Relation as a 
Huſband or Wife, but thoſe who actually 
labour under the Loſs. ne e 
Secondly. The next Thing to be conſidered 
(and that in few Words) is the Miſnomer at 
the Bottom of the latter Quotation, eontained 
in the Words, is palpably evident from the 
Conſeguences ever attending Events of this kind. 
E 3 I would 
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I would hſervs + that Conſequences and Events 
45 Synonimous Terms, ; both. ſignifying, in 
this _ the good or bad Succeſs that. pro- 
ceeds from Marriage, which is antecedent to 
them. For there is no knowing truly What 
will be he Conſequence, or, which is the ſame. 
Thing, Event of a Marriage, before the Mar- 
riage is firſt obtain d. If our Penitent had ſaid, 
from the Conſequences ever attending Marriages 
of this kind, _ Expreſſion would have been, 
more juſt, tho not wholly ſo, becauſe, 20 un- 
lawful Marriages, however good their Conſe- 
quences. or Events may ſeemingly be, are go- 
verned and directed by Providence. _ There- 
fore to ſpeak of Conſequences attending Events, 
as if one was the Reſult of the other, when 
both ſignify, one and the. ſame ebe is no 
better, tap: nſenſe. nch a 1A 


wo In a Note at the Bottom of Pale 8, our 
Penitent ſays, The ſame Concluſiuns are to be 
made with Regard. to the Condutt of thoſe who 
marry from tbe laudable Impulſes of Nature, 
and thoſe. who do the ſame TE Jrom en 
and ſordid, Views, 4 DA 3 


This Expreſſion, 8 just that Gentle- 
man thought it to be, is in Fact not ſo: For 
the natural Import of the Words, diſcovers 
them to ſtand almoſt in direct Oppoſition, And 
in order to make this appear more. plainly, let 
us ſuppoſe two Perſons entering into the State 
of OP * the ale Impulſe of 

: ature, 
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Nature, vi2. Virtue; Youth, Beauty, good Senſe * 
and good Nature; and that their Love for each 
pre -is founded upon ſafe and ſolid Prinei- 
ples ;/ the Queſtion that may be raiſed from 
hence is, Th Concluſion muſt be made 
with regard to the Conduct of theſe two Per- 
ſons ? Or, which is the ſame Thing, hat 
do they propoſe fo themſelves ? The Anſwer is 
he. obvious; 8 On the other hand, 
poſe two Perſons intending. to join thern- ' 
Fre in Marriage, but only with political 
and ſordid Views, or ſuch as ariſe from baſe 
and ſcandalous: Principles; here the ſame 
Queſtion may be aſked as before, vis What o 
they propoſe 25 themſelves? But I cannot ſay, 
that the ſame Anfwer will ſo naturally ariſe, 
on one Side at leaſt, He who marries a Wo- 
man for the Sake of her Wealth only, in or- 
der to follow his Extravagancies, (and I am 
ſure this is with a ſordid View) cannot juſtly 
be ſaid to have Happineſs in Proſpect. He may 
propoſe to himſelf, that when Wet pets her For- 
tune in Poſſeſſion, he: ſhall then be the better 
enabled to follow, what ſome call the Plea- 
ſures of this Life, ſuch as Drinking ; Gaming,” 
boring, and the like, and call Happi- 
neſs: but it does not follow that they are 
really Happineſs, becauſe he calls them fo. 
He therefore who looks for Happineſi from 
this Quarter, purſues it in a quite contrary 
Path from that in which it is to be found. 
True Happineſs conſiſts in Innocente + And it 
18 Ki bier de that that Couple is more 
| 4 or 
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or leſs happy, according as they more or leſs 
do their Duty to their heavenly Father. On 
the contrary, that Couple is more or leſs 
miſerable, in the ſame Proportion as they are 
more or leſs addicted to Vice and Debauchery. 
Hence it appears, that thoſe who marry from 
the laudable Impulſes of Nature, ſtand faireſt 
for Happineſs ; while thoſe who marry from 
ſuch political and ſordid Views as were juſt 


1 now mentioned, can have nothing before them 
*. iti 16. but Confuſion and every evil Work. 


VI. Our Penitent, in order to prove further 
the Danger of marrying with a young Widow, 
in Pages 12 and 13, thus Writes ;. Man is 
naturally tenacious of the Rights of the Mar- 
 71age-Bed, and that another ſhould ſhare thoſe 
Rights with him, is what he cannot bear the 
Thoughts of. And ſo far has this natural De- 
licacy the Aſcendant over the Heart and Reaſon 
of Man, that he loſes half his Reliſh for the En- 
joyment of ſuch Rights, in the Perſon of a- 
Widow, by the Reflection of their having been 
heretofore poſſeſſed by another. And though a4 
Widow ſbould preſerve her Fidelity to a ſecond 
* ever ſo religiouſly, yet till the Man 
ot] never have that tender Affection for ber, 
which he might have had, if ſhe had never before- 
been married, He that weds a Relic, con- 
fiders her but as a Relict, a ſecond-hand Com- 
modity, and certainly, in ſome rejpetts, the 
2 for the wear. And indeed it would be 
bighly abſurd for any one to ſet ſo of | 

** 
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Value upon any ſecond-hand Piece of Houſbold 
Furniture, as be would if it were new ; be- 
cauſe he knows not how it may have been uſed, 
nor what ſecret Cracks, Flaws, or Stains, it 
may have received by the Carleſſneſs and ill 
4 of the former Poſſeſſor. And again, at 

age 14, he ſays, Of all the Variety of Fe- 
male Diſguiſes, the Wiles of the Widow are 
the moſt intricate, Her deep Diſimulation, ber 
artful Appearances, are by far an over-match 
for all the Wiſdom and Policy of Man; who 
may as well pretend to fathom and diſcern the 
Depth and Bottom of the Ocean, as to form @ 
right Fudgment of the true Charatter of 4 
Widow, whilft ſhe remains in the State of 


What a fine Encomium is here given to the 
Widows! Surely, Ladies, you cannot but ac- 
knowledge the Favour which you have re- 
ceived from ſo kind a Hand, and return your 
moſt hearty Thanks to the Donor, that ſo li- 
berally beſtowed it! In the mean Time, as I 
am no Sharer in this extravagant Piece of 
Bounty, T may ſpeak my Mind the more free- 
ly. This Gentleman informs us, Page 1, 
That his Wife was both an old Woman and a 
Widow. And at Page 26, That fhe had à no- 
torious bad Temper ; but had Five Thouſand 
Pounds : All which were known by him be- 
fore he made his Addreſſes to her. By the 
Way, it is to be obſerved, that before this 


happened, he was engaged to a young Lady, 
| ; whom 
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whom he confefles, he loved ſincerely, and pro- 
wed her Marriage; but her Fortune was but 

20: Hundred Pound. N ow, as the Devil 
would have it (for he is —— contriving 
Miſchief of ſome kind or other) the old Wo- 
man's Five: Thouſand Pounds, and her ill 
Qualities, found a better Place in his Heart, 
than the young Lady's little Fortune, and her 
good end It is needleſs to mention 
her ill Behaviour after they were married, or to 
ſay any thing concerning the conjugal Exceſſes 
ſhe gave into, though Sixty- five, and that ſhe 
wore him to a Skeleton, and at laſt declared, 
that be did not do her Fuſtice, ſhe wnuld ex- 
poſe bim to all ber Acquaintance and Relations: 
Let it ſuffice to ſay, That his whole Life, as 
himſelf declares, — 4 Burthen to him, * 
the holy State of Matrimony, a State of wworſ⸗ 
than Egyptian Bondage: But let this go along 
with it too, that almoſt all the Miſery that 
he labour'd under, was of his awn- 2 — 
Add to this, the Sin he committed in depart - 
ing from the young Lady, when he had cap- 
tivated her Affections, and they both had 
agreed to make themſelves happy in each 

other. Let the LApDI Es, ſee — a' Man 
expoling them to a very high Degree, by 
quarreling with, and caſting very unmanly 
Reflexions upon the married Part of the 
fair Ones, merely becauſe he could not anſwer 
his old Woman's Expectations, Who had a 
r command him. But ſuppoſe her to 
as * as ſhe is repreſented, is it rea- 
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ſonable that all the now- married Women 
muſt bear a Part of that Burthen, that ought 
to be laid only upon her Shoulders? 2 
muſt a Virgin, who has both natural and ac- 
quired Accompliſhments, forfeit them all in 
the State of idoauhood, and turn She- Devil 
[ confeſs, I never heard of ſuch a Thing be- 
fore, and when this ſhall happen, the World 
may juſtly - be ſaid to be turn'd upſide- down. 
If the Fair Sex ſhould deal with the Men as; 
ſeverely for our Penitent's ſcandalous. Miſbe- 
haviour to the young Lady, as he has done 
with them for the Sake of his old Wife, who 
is not more chargeable with Folly than 
himſelf, our Caſe would be very hard indeed. 
His Wife, tho' an old Woman, was ſtill his, 
Wife: And for that Reaſon, it would have 
been abundantly more prudent in him to hava 
ſaid nothing concerning her Imperfections; e 
but have buried them in eternal Oblivion, 
than thus to expoſe her Failings to the World, 
and thereby make her the Subject of his and 
his Friends Ridicule. I muſt beg Leave to 
obſer ve to my Reader, that hefe is a Contra- 
diction at the latter end of this Charge, con- 
tain d in the Words, Of all the Variety f Fe- 
male Diguiſes, the Wiles of the Widow are tbe. 
moſt intrigate. Her dec 7 Di Diſfimulation, her 

artful: Appearances, are by far an over-mateb 
for all the Miſdom and Policy of Man; - who' 
may as well pretend to fathom and di ſeern the 
Depth of the Ocean, as to form a right Fudge 
ment of the true Character of a W Ae. F = 
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he ſets the Widows off in as black a Manner 


as tis poſſible, and then declares the Difficulty 
of forming a right Judgment of them. Now, 
if his Charge is juſt, that they are guilty of 
deep Diſſimulation, and artful Appearances, 
and are known to be ſo, there can be no Diffi- 
culty in forming a right judgment of them. 
But if it be really difficult to form a right 
Judgment of them, it ſuppoſes at the worſt, 
that their good and ill Actions are upon an 
Equilibrium, and then it is always ſafeſt to be 
on the pardoning Side; becauſe, whatever ill 
they are charged with, they have {till ſome- 
thing good to Balance it. Beſides, in this 
Caſe, I would fain know how our Penitent 
came to be aſſured of their deep Diſſimulation 
and artful Appearances ?. To affirm all this up- 
on Suppoſition, is a Point of the higheſt Folly, 
ſince to ſuppoſe them guilty, is no Proof that 
they are really ſo: And to ſuppoſe them guil- 
ty, when they are innocent, nay to affirm the 
ſame, 1s the blackeſt Injuſtice. | 


VII. Our Penitent goes on very | boldly, 


and at Pages 20 and 21 roundly affirms, 


That great Numbers of married Women and 
Widows, when in Company with thoſe of their 
own Sex and Claſs, give ſuch a hoſe to their 
Thoughts and Words, as greatly tends to the 
Corruption of each other; rendring their Con- 
ceptions groſs, their Deportment maſculine and 


immodeſt, and too frequently raiſing and nou- 


riſing ſuch Paſſions and Defires, as, when car- 


ried 
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ried but to the loweſt Degree of Exceſs, are ut- 
terly inconſiſtent with thoſe Appearances they put 
on in the Preſence of the Men. Add to this the 
Tricks, the Stratagems, the Pranks, in which 
they induſtriouſiy inſtruct each other ; tbeir ſe- 


veral Rebearſais of the Methods by which th 


have managed, or are to manage their paſt, 
preſent or future Huſbands, ſo as to make the 


poor Men lofe the uſe of half their Senſes ; their 


Declamations in praiſe of Good-living, the Vir- 
tues of the Vine, and the Conſolations of the 
Dram'; their Receipts for Waſhes, Cordials, 
Abortion, fainting Fits, Paint, &c. &c, 


I ſhall not need to obſerve to my Reader, 
that ſome Part of the above Charge wants a 
little Tranſpoſition to make better Senſe of it, 
and, that if the Words ſtood in this Order, 
viz, their Rebearſals of the Methods by which 
they have managed their paſt, or are to manage 
their preſent, or future Huſbands, they would 
make very good Engliſh; I ſay, I need not to 
obſerve this, becauſe I think it will occur of 
itſelf, but I really wonder the Women don't 
mob him as he paſſes the Streets, and, to uſe 
the vulgar Expreſſion tear his Eyes out. For 
it is the moſt unfair Way of dealing with the 
Fair Sex that poſſibly could be invented. It 
is reducing them all to a Level with the loweſt 
and worſt of them, which no wile and virtu- 
ous Woman can bear. It is ſuch a Violence 
done to their Reputations, as renders it one of 


the higheſt Acts of Injuſtice; and conſequently 
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-out of his Power to make them amends, 
' otherwiſe than by an open Acknowledgment 
of his Fault, and promiſe for the Time to 
come, to expreſs himſelf in more decent and 
becoming Language. For what can be worſe 
than to repreſent the Women ir inſtructing 
each other how they have managed their paſt, 
or are to manage their preſent and future Huſ- 
bands, fo as to make them loſe half their 
Senſes; and then, /econdly, to produce their Re- 
ceipts in order to procure Abortion ? If theſe 
are ſo commonly practiſed as our Penitent af. 
firms them to be, What muſt become of Edu- 
cation; and to what Purpoſe ſignify all the 
Precepts of Divinity and Morality? Why do 
the careful Parents beftow ſo much Charge 
upon their Daughters in inſtructing them to be- 
have in this World, ſo as that they may attain 
Heaven hereafter, if all the Labour and Coſt 
ſpent upon them will produce no better Ef- 
fects? This is bringing Hell upon Earth with 
a Witneſs! and calling the Women in gene- 
ral no better than a Parcel of Devils incarnate 
And yet he ſays, Page 22, Theſe Accompliſb- 
ments are but Trifles, compared with what he has 
Beard aſſerted of their private cabal Entertain- 
"ments, | Well! In all my Life, I never read 
or heard of the Women being painted in ſuch 
black Characters before! Notwithſtanding all 
which (ſuch is the good Man's Temper) be 1s 
willing to ſpeak as favourably of this Part of the 
Sex, as ts confiſtent with Fuſtice, tempered with 
Compaſſion, - (Compaſſionate Soul!) ws 


c 
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As to the “ Note at the Bottom of Page 21, 
which, for the Reader's Satisfaction, IJ have 


tranſcribed and placed at the Bottom of this 


Page, it is ſo very ſilly, as to be ſearce worth 
taken Notice of, otherwiſe than by way of 
Redicule, and to be laugh'd at. For, in my 


* Conſcience, I think that Man, who can ſee 


his Wife guilty of the Enormities therein 
mentioned, and yet believes her to be the re- 
verſe, has not only loſt the Uſe of half his 
Senſes; but is deprived of them all. However, 
Lam inclined to think there are very few Men 
of this Turn of Temper, though too many 
on the other Side of the Queſtion, who like a 


Parcel of jealous Mortals, are always ſuſpect- 


ing their Wives to be guilty of Diſhoneſty, if 
they do but look upon a Man; or if they ac- 
cept a Glaſs of Wine in Company, though very 


ſober Women, are yet charged with Tippling. 


Iſhall cloſe this Part, with this ſhort Obſerva- 
tion, viz. That if the Women have no better 
Huſbands, than our Penitent, they are all like 
to be miſerable in this Life: And, if they meet 
with no more Compaſſion in the next World, 
than what he affords them here, they are like 
to be miſerable for ever. VIII. 
[The Penitent's Note.] Every Huſband who is abſolutely 
managed or governed by his Wife, may be ſaid to have loſt the 
proper Uſe of half his Senſes; his Sight, his Hearing, nay, his 
9 Feeling being at her Diſpoſal. If ſne be a Drunkatd, he 
looks upon her as a very ſober Woman; if an idle, chattering, 
giddy, cenſorious Fool, ſhe's the ſharpeſt, clevereſt Woman! 
f a ſtupid unconverſible Hum · drum, ſhe's a very prudent inoffen- 
five Body ; if ſhe love [Joyes. it ſhould be] a ant by the by, 
and this nevet ſo apparently, ſhe's nevertheleſs, the very Pink f 
Chaſtity”; if a termagant ſcolding Fury, ſhe's an excellent Houle- 
wife, and the moſt careful Manager in the World, Sc. Ce. c. 
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VIII. Our Penitents at Page 24 and 25, 
fays, After all, if any Man ſhall till think 
the rich old Woman, or the younger Widow, 
preferable upon the whole, to the young Virgin 
with little or no Fortune, tho' the former has no 
perſonal Charms to recommend her, and the 
latter be rich enough in the Endowments of Na- 
ture and Education, let ſuch an One take bis 
old Woman, or his Widow, and may God bleſs 
them together, 1f it be poſſible. 
The Objection Thave to make, is againſt the 
latter Part of theſe Words, May God bleſs them 
together, if it be poſſible : In which Words are 
two Things very obſervable. 
Firſt, A ludicrous mentioning the ſacred 
Name. And 
Secondly, A putting the divine Power to the 
Proof, by the Suppoſition of an Impoſſibility, 
contained in the Words, / it be poſſible. 

Firſt, For the ludicrous mentioning the ſacred 
Name. It is upon Record, to the eternal Ho- 
nour of the late famous and worthy * Mr. 
Bov LE, that he had the profoundeſt Veneration 
for the great God of Heaven and Earth that 
ever was obſerved in any Perſon. The very 
Name of GO D was never mentioned by him, 
without a Pauſe and a viſible Stop in his Dij- 
courſe : And I wiſh ſincerely, that every one, in 
common Converſation, would not be ſo free 
with that which is ſo ſacred. I am delighted 
with an Expreſſion that carries ſomething of 


Wit with it, though I have none myſelf, but 


cannot 
* Life of Mr. Boyle, by Doctor Burnet. 
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cannot be brought to approve of that Wit, 
which will rob me of my eternal Happineſs. 
I know there is a Set of Men who endeavour 
to laugh Religion out of the World, and make 
themſelves merry with the moſt ſacred Things, 
and who would ſooner forfeit their Salvation, 
than their Jeſt : bu? let ſuch know, that for all ce. i. g. 
theſe Things, God will bring them into Fudęment. 
And if every Man at the great Day of Ac- 
counts, will ſtand iaſiſied or condemned by bis nt. i. zy. 
own Words, as our Saviour aſſures us they will, 
molt certainly it becomes them not only to. /ef pi. cli. 3. 
a Watch before their Mouths, and keep the Door 
of their Lips, but alſo to ſet a Guard over their 
Hands, leſt they ſpeak and write irreverently 
of the Deity, And although our Penitents 
imm:.deſt Way of mentioning this moſt ſacred. 
Name, cannot be called Curfng or Swear- 
ing, and ſo not within the Limits of the Act 
of Parliament concerning it, or puniſhable in 
the Eye of the Law, yet that great Creator of 
Heaven and Earth, who ſaid, Th halt not 
tale the Name of the Lord thy God in Vain, 
ill, moſt certainly, nat hold him Guiltleſs,whe-. 
ther by Speech or Writing, that taketh bis 
Name in Jaun. bn 
Secondly. The ſecond Thing obſervable here, 
is that of putting the Divine Power to the 
Proof, by the Suppoſition of an Impoſſibility 
contained in the Words, if it be pgſible. 
All Things, that do not imply a Contradiction 
in themſel es, ate poſſible to God: Conſe- 
quently there is a Poſſibility of being happy 
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when Nwuth and Age come together : Nor is 
there any Difficulty in aſſigning a Phyſical | 
Reaſon, why it can be ſo. For, though they 
differ in Years, yet their Conſtitutions and 
Tempers may be ſo nearly alike, and ſuited 
to each other, as that they may be upon a Le- 

vel with thoſe whoſe Ages are the ſame. The 
Poſſibility of a Man's being happy in a yo 
Widow, is ſtill greater, eſpecially if ſhe is pal. 

ſeſſed of the Qualifications before- mentioned, 
vi2, Virtue, Beauty, good Senſe, and good Na- 

ture. It may indeed be queſtioned, Whether 
there is any Probability of their being hap- 
py, according as Circumſtances occur? But to 
queſtion the Poſſibility of it, in the Manner 
our Penitent has done it, is not only ſinful, but 
* Preſumption, +: 


IX. And Laſtly. Our | Peinivens ſays, Pak 
23, Young Widows are univerſally accuſed of 
more Wantonneſs, than other Wamen. And this 
he attempts to prove from Scripture. Obſerve 
here, that as this is his laſt Charge concern- 
ing the Women in general, and Midores in par- 
ticular ; ſo he will have it very well ſupport- 
ed: And St. Paul is look d on as the ſtouteſt 
Prop, vihereon this mighty Superſtructure is to 
be Pult. - However, I ſee no Reaſon why ſuch 
an uſeleſs: Burden ſhould be laid upon the 
Shoulders of ſo eminent a Man, or rather, 
why Scripture ſhould. be perverted, and — 
to ſupport a Wicked Argument. The Citation 
is taken from St. Paul's firſt Epiſtle to:Tumathy, 
* 1150 8. | . fifth 
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alch Chapter, eleventh, "twelfth; and thir- 


teenth Verſes. But the younger Widows refuſe: 
for when they bave begun to wax wanton againſt 
Chriſt, they will marry ; having Damnation, 
becauſe they have caſt off their firſt Faith. * 
Here our Penitent makes a Query, which ſee 
at the Bottom, ] And withal they learn to be idie, 
wandring about from Houſe to Houſe ; and not 
only idle, but Tatlers alſo, and Buſy-bodtes, fpeak= 
ing thoſe Things which they ought not. Now in 
order to come at a thorough Underſtanding of 
theſe Words, and to clear up the Character of 
St. Paul, (who is here brought to maintain a 
ſcandalous Charge) as well as that of the Ladies, 
Iwill give you the Senſe of the beſt Expoſitors 
concerning them. But before I do this, it 
will be neceſſary juſt to make an Obſervation 


on our Penitent's Opinion concerning them. 


For, if we conſider where he begins to make 
his Query; the Words that go before it, and 
the Concluſion he draws from them; it looks 
as if all Women, that entred a ſecond Time 
into the Honorable State of Matrimony, muſt 
be condemn'd to eternal Miſery; for ſo doing. 
So then, according to his Judgment, his Wife, 
in-courſe, is gone tothe Devil, becauſe ſhe was 
a Midas when he married her. But if this 
is the real Caſe of the Widows, when they 
marry ſecond Huſbands, O dear Heart! for 
I tremble to think on it! What will become 
/ Fl Te IL GI DB A 1 | % of 
© air + 480 f *** Dran 
els and (0 their rd Find us, then the cn , 
mates, that a Chriſtian Widow is never to marry a ſecond 
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66 
of them that enter a third and a fourch Time 
into that lacred State! — But to return to St. 
Paul. 

The Apoſtle, in the N Chap- 
ter, be K other Things, adviſed 5 58 
how he. ſhould behave with regard to the 
Widows, . — In the Primitive Church, when 
the Number of Chriſtians was. but few, and 
Churches were not Parochial, as at preſent, 
Widows were admitted into the Service of the 
Church, under the Name of Deaconeſſes, whoſe 
Office it was to take care of the Aged and 
Impotent, to be ſtaid Monitors to the younger 
Women, to attend poor Women in La- 
bour, and to aſſiſt at the Baptiſm of the Fe- 
male Sex. For as Baptiſm was adminiſtred 
commonly by Immerging or Dipping, in thoſe 
hot Countries, when the Heathens became 
Chriſtians; ſo it was neceſſary, when Women 
came to be baptized, that for Decency's Sake, 
255 but Women, except the Prieſſ or bap- 

45 9 Perſon, ſhould attend them : and theſe, 

der and graver they were, the more fit 

1 the fore · mentioned Purpoſes. The Apoſtle 
fixes: their Age, under which they were not to 
be admitted into the Service of the Church, Let 
nota ide (ſays he, Ver. q, of this Chapter) 
e taken into the, Number, that is, of Church- 
Widows, or Deaconeſſes, under T, breeſcore Years 
old, having been the Wife of one Man only; 
that is, hath not been divorced from one Huſ- 
band and married another: No otherwiſe the 


W fe of one Man. And then, at Ver. 11, he ſays, 
But 


[ 69 ] 


But the younger, Widows refuſe and reject, and 
by no means admit them into the Number of 
Deaconeſſes, or Servan's.of the Church, For 
they being not paſt Child: bearing, miy poſ- 
ſibly war wanton againſt Chriſt, and grow 
weary of the Church's Service; and then de- 
ſpairing of Marriage in the Church, by de- 
clining the Service of it, would revolt from. 
the Faith, and marry Ine Infidel out of the 
Church ; having. Damnation, that is, com- 
mitting a Sin worthy of Darnnation; and 
thereby bringing themſelves into a damnable 
Condition, becauſe they bave caſt off , their firſt. 
Faith, (mind the Words): which they made' 
Profeſſion of when they were baptized ; turn- 
ing Apoſtates to pleaſe their Infidel Huſbands, 
which the Apoſtle calls, turning afid? after 
Satan, Ver, 15, to the great Scandal of Cher- 
ſtianity.. And theſe were the young Widows, 
that were uſually idle, wandring. about from 
Houſe to Houſe, prying into, and tattling about, 
other Folks Matters, which. nd way concert? 
them. To avoid all which, he adviſes the 
young Women, and particularly the young I. 
dows, to marry, and ſerve God in a conjugal 
Relation, bear and bring up their Children, 
guide the Houſe, that is, govetn their Families, 
give none Occaſion to the Adverjary of Religion 
70 ſpeak. reproachfully, either of it, or them · 
ſelves, — By the Way, . two, Things occur to 
me, and for the Life of me, W e ob 
ſerving them, „ I 
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Firſt is, That Celibacy, or a ſingle Life, is 
no ſuch State of Holineſs and Perfection, as 
the Church of Rome would perſuade us; we 
ſee here, it has its Temptations and Snares, 


and theſe not a few, nor {mall; and that our 


| 1 1 —  Brazen-face, ſays ſhe, give me a 


* 
14 


From what has been ſaid, I think it * 


pears very plainly, that St. Paul, when he 
wrote to Timothy upon the Subject of Widows, 
had regard only to thoſe who ſhould be Can- 

| : didates 


e 
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didates for the Service of the Church, and act 

as Deaconeſſes therein; and that the Damna- 
tion which they ſhould have, if they caſt off 
their fir/? Faith, could not be for marrying a 
ſecond Huſband, but for returning to their old 
heatheniſh Principles, and relapſing into In- 
fidelity. The Wantonneſs that theſe were ac- 
cuſed of, was not, for entring into Matri- 
mony a ſecond Time, for that was lawful, and 
ſometimes very neceſſary, but for waxing wan 
tom againſt Chriſt ; rejecting his moſt ſacred 
Ordinances ; deſpiting his holy Goſpel; and 
turning alide again after Satan, and looking 
on him as their god, whom, at their Baptiſm, 


they moſt ſolemnly, in the Preſence of the 42 


9 wk had renounced, with all his Works. 
| ſhall, now, by way of Concluſion, be 
Leave to obſerve, in Favour of thoſe Jove 
Creatures, whole [Cauſe I have been Pleading. 
theſe Eight Particulars, viz. 5 

Firſt. It is very remarkable, in Point of 

Religion, that more Women offer their daily 
Sacrifice of Prayer and Thankſgivipg at the 
Houſe of God, than Men, - tho! the latter, at 
leaſt many of them, have the ſame Opportu- 
os but live almoſt in a continual ro 

It | 
Secondly. Women behave beiter than the 

Men, not 1 with regard to the immediate 
Performances of Piety and Religion, but alſo 
in other Actions that ſeem to be of leſs Mo- 
ment. They ate very remote from Smoak- 
"A 50 Drinking, to what the Men are: And 
DEC! F 4 their 


72 
their Temperance in one, and total Omiſſion 
of the other, diſcover to the World, that they 
both can and do live without giving Way to 
them. I know the Reflexion that is com- 
monly thrown on the whole Sex, for the Miſ- 
carriages of ſome ; but notw i hſtanding that, 
the general Part of Men, by far go beyond | 
them. Nature is ſatisfied with a little, and 
the Women, generally ſpeaking, follow the 
DiQates of Nature: but the Men pretend-they 
1 cannot live without the Bottle; and, as if they 
1 could not drink faſt enough, are continually 
ö promoting their Thirſt by the frequent, but, 
i, Eng.aS Dr. Quincy calls it, unnatural Lie of To- 
bi. p. an. gacco. — What is more common, than for 
a Man to ſay, I cannot drink without ſmoak- 
ing? Hence the Uſe of Tobacco, to forward 
a Drinking-Bout, is now become as neceflary, 
as for a Man when he fits down to a Foot of 
Meat, to eat Bread with it, becauſe: e can't 
* the Meat alone. 
| - Thirdly. That the Generatity of the * | 
99 Saar ate more famous for Virtue, than Men; 
and that the natural Bent of their Inclinations 
. 
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is not ſo ſtrong and violent, as that of the op- 
polite Sex: Or, if it is, they ſuppreſs and keep 
{ it under much better than the Men do, - And 
| this is verified in nothing more than in the 
4 State of Widowhood : For I douos, generally 
| ſpeaking, are modeſt and circumſpect in their 
! Behaviour, whereas many Men loſe. Wai 
Vee and Nr Virtue AE | 


- 
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 Fourthly, when a Man does a good Action, 
we often find him perſuaded to it by his Wife. 
If an indigent Neighbor wants a : mall Fa- 
vour to be granted by ſuch a Gentleman, the 

r Man muſt firſt make his Intereſt with 
the Lady, and beg the Favour of her to inter- 
cede in hi Behalf, (becauſe the Gentleman will 
not be ſpoke to by every Body) and then per- 
haps it will be done, and perhaps not. But 
if he ſhould receive the Favour, tis Odds, 
but he that granted it, will ſay, I did it to 
oblige my Wife, otherwiſe I ſhoul not have con- 
cerned myſelf about it, though at the fame 
Time it coſt him Nothing. n 

- Fifthly. There is a Misfortune Which ſons 
Women labour under, which is, The better 
qualified they are for Buſineſs, the worſe 
Huſbands they have. This is an Obſervation 
made by many People, the Fair Sex eſpecially 
and I believe is the principal Reaſon, Why the 


little Females, very often, are ſo hardly brought 


to underſtand their own Language, to write 


Intelligibly, and become good Accomptants. 


Not becauſe =_ are capable of Judging; but 
becauſe their Mothers, who either have been 
unhappily matched themſelves, or have ſeen 
other Women fo, are quite Indifferent whether 
their Daughters make any good Progreſs in 
uſeful Learning, or not. Hence alſo the Pro- 
verb, Working Wives make Holyday H ha nu. 


Sixthly. The Women in general are, by 


ſome, termed neceſſary Evils, But I beg Leave 


to o obſerve, That he who thus expreſſes 4 
an 


9—ä— — — — — 


[74] 
and thinks as he ſpeaks, is guilty of very great 
Folly. For whatever is neceſſary, is rink „ if 
ES not good, it is not neceſſary. 

ag e Women are not guilty of. profan- 
the ſacred Name of God, by thoſe vile Sins 
Frath Swearing and Curſing, as the Men are. 

r Next to Worſhipping a falſe god, and bow- 
ing to an Image, there is not one Sin more 
deteſtable than theſe, and yet there is not one 
Sin ſo common, The Mat: Sex, of all Ranks 
and Ages, High and Low,. Rich and Poor, old 
Men, young Men, and even Children, are in 
ſome Meaſure alike guilty: And what is {till 
worſe, there are no People in the World more 
culpable in theſe Particulars, than the Chri- 
ſtians; and no Chriſtians in the World, more 
than thoſe in England, and of the Reformed 
Religion. Now that Men ſtand, as it were, 
upon Record, for being enſlaved to thele Vices, 
more than the omen, will evidently; pen 


3 og the following Conſiderations. 


1. From our ordinary Diſcourſe. And 
. F rom — © eilten 
1. It is very evident, in our ordinary Dif: 
"courſe, that the Men are more guilty of pro- 
a. Swearing and Curſing, than the Women. 

In almoſt all Companies of Men, it is but too 
notorious; that God is frequently call'd upon as 
2 Witneſs to the moſt mean and trivial Mat- 
ters; and ſometimes to an abſolute Falſity; by 

Which, that moſt ſacred. .and adorable _ 
1 horribly abuſed, his Judgment conteirined, 

and his Vengeance inſolently held at Defiance. 


1 I re- 


78 


I remember to have heard, that a Gentleman 
of Fortune, in the Army, once requeſted his 
Son to be Him a new-faſhioned Oath, which, 


he readily did, and e xprefs,d himſelf" in ts Ilith* | 


Language as he wen invent (too black to re- 
peat). to the Satisfaction of his wicked. Father. 
On the contrary. © 0 
In all Companies of ody Women, you ne- 
ver hear,an Oath, and very ſeldom the facted 
Name mentioned at all. Nay, if there hap- 
pen to be a Company of both Sexes" together, 
and the Men, or any 6nevof them, be guilty o 
a raſh Oath, the Women will be the firſt that 
ſhall endeavour to reform! the Error. 
2. It is evident from Provecation, that the 
Men are more uilty of profane Swearing ane 
Curling, than the Women. - 
Let a Man be but a little provoked though 
he be of prime Rank and Quality, and ſhould 
be a Pattern of Virtue to his Inferiors) and you 
will not only ſoon fee him warm with Refent⸗ 
ment, but Alſo. hear him take. more Liberty 
with the ſacred Name, thin he will with his 
own ; and perhaps, "chaſtiſe that Man N. 5 ſe⸗ 
verely, that ſhall dare to ſbew him His Fault; 


eſpecially if he be one that has any Pepen⸗ 


dence on him. The. ruth is, thou gh, by the Levit. ur. 


Divine Law, a Man muft not 1 7 Sn upon 
his Net Bor, but. muſt in any wiſe rebuke uy 
even if he be his Su perior (for God Almigh 

in this Reſj ** makes ho Dig e 1 Pp by 
dare as well take 4 Bear by the Tooth,” or a 
Lion' by the Paw, as offer 24 reform m the Gen- 
tleman he has any Expectatlons from, tho“ he 


ſhould 


17. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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b a2: reſs el with go! greatelt De- 
cency,. þ * Men of lower Rank, I have 
known this abominable Sin of imprecating car- 
ried ſo far, as for àa Man to curſe his, off end- 
ing Son, in the moſt ſeyere Manner; wiſhing 
Damnation to ſeize his Heart, and his Soul, 
and Body. to be boiling 1 in He On the 
contrary, rk 

Let a 4 be Pen e (chough the be 
of mean Deſcent; and (>. the moſt likely. to be 
guill 9 of. unguarded Expreſſions) yet if (he has 
any hare of Education at all, you will ſcarce 
ever hear her ſpeak in any indecent Language, 
anc, leſs be. Wu of a direct W's 'S the 

cred Law. Suc an ont may, rhaps 
will d. over her Mind 105 ver! e 
when ſhe is obliged 0 10 do, = a Huſband $i 85 
is either an id Fellow. Geller, Whore- 
Monger, or, Drunkard, and yet, her Atguments, 
in Defenſe of herſelf, ſhall at the fame Time 
be very juſt; but ſhe advances no further, If 
ſhe 9 35 7 ſacred Name, tis only to ſhew 
him to whom. he ought to do h's Duty; and 
that for the Neglect of it, his eternal Salvation 
lies at Stake: But t le RR Sins of raſh 
Swearing and wiſhing Deſtruction. to others, 


oy ſhe as much abhors as her Huſband, or ay 


other Nan loves to Prackiſe them, 
Eighthly, Moſt Women Who have lot their | 
Honour, that is, hape granted their laſt Fa- 
yours un lawfully,” LO eben common Profſti- 

tutes, owe their Ruin to our Sex, who, fir 
deluded them, and then lefr them, to, ſhift for 
5 themlelves 
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themſelyes. i in. their Extremities. And this I 
ſhall make appear more fully, in the five fol- 
lowing Examples with which I ſhall conclude 
this ADVOCATE, in Favour of that moſt 
excellent Part of the P s. The | 

1ſt, Is that of Dramanthe, whoſe. Hiſtory 
our Penitent begins at Page 14. Her cordial 
Comforts of the Bottle, which he calls the Sum- 
mum bonum, or chief Good, I paſs by; only 
obſerve, that her Man-Servant taking her at 2 
Diſadvantage, ſucceeded in the Attempt. The 

2d. Is between an old Widower, and his 
Maid- Servant. Before he obtain 'd what he 
wanted, I make no doubt, but he gave large 
Promiſes of Favour, on his Part (for I could 
never yet hear of any Virgin that reſign'd up 
herſelf. to unlawful Embraces, but that ſhe 
was firſt overcome with Perſuaſions, and fill'd. 
with the Expectations of ſomething very valu- 
able in Reverſion, and even then ſubmitted 
with Reluctance.) The Man died within two 
. Years after, What his former Promiſes were 
to his Miſtreſs, or; whether he made any of 
them good, I cannot tell: however, a little be- 
fore his Death, he made his laſt Will and Te- 
ſtament, and left to his ſpurious Son, from his 
lawful” Children, a Houſe, and. about three 
Hundred Pounds i in Mony, which, with a little 
of his Mother's Induſtry, enables her to main- 
tain him. 

3. A young Woman went into an empty 
Houſe, near where ſhe lived, that was Repair- 


E in 
7 . 
L . a CC „ - 
% % 3 * SL k. : , 4 #* * ele »i - - * * 
= ® oy 3 
, 


— ©S * 


NY 

| [ 58 } 
ing (ſuppoſing that the Workmen were gone 
to. Dinner) but was met with by one of them, 
and the only one in the Houſe at that Time, 
who after uſing ſome leſſer Rudeneſſes, took 
the Advantage of their being together alone, 
and forced her. The Fellow was afterwards 
taken up, and died in Newgate ; and the 
young Woman, tho' the became not Pregnant, 
yet loſt what by both Sexes is always eſteemed 
valuable in a Virgin, and is ſcarcely ever part- 
ed with, but upon the moſt honorable Terms. 
4. A young Lady, about Eighteen, was 
courted by a young Gentleman (if I may call 
him ſo) of Batterſea, and ſo far gain'd her 
Affection, as to Promiſe each other Marriage, 
But as he was not of an honorable Diſpoſition, 
he was only a Supplicant for that whereon 
her Virtue depended ; and by repeating his 
Promifes of Marriage, and taking all proper 
Care of her, to ſecure her Reputation, obtain'd 
his Defire, and was the Inſtrument of her part- 
ng with her Honour and Virtue both at once, 
after which he left her in the moſt melancholy 
Circumſtances, and never ſaw her afterwards, 
5. An aged Man paſling the Streets in Lon- 
Aon, late at Night, ſuffered himſelf to be pick'd 
up by a Lady of the Town, both young and 
beautiful, who carried him to a public Houſe, 
Juſt as they were going into an Apartment, 
ſome Curtains, that ſerved as a ſort of Partition, 
were drawn, in order to keep them in private. 
Hold! ſays the venerable Man, Don "_ not 
raw 


179 ] 
draw the Curtains, fer T am going to do nothing 
that I am aſhamed of, Then direQing him- 
ſelf to Miſs, Come child, fit down by me. She 
did, and was going a little to expoſe herſelf, 
by throwing aſide her Handkerchief. For- 
bear my Dear, ſays he, with a Brow ſomewhat 
contracted, and an iber me one Queſtion, What 
induc'd you firſt to — this Courſe of Life, 
and how long ; you follow'd it? She imme- 
diately burſt into Tears, and as well as ſhe 
could, thus anſwered him. I was courted by 
one whom I thought was a Gentleman, and who 
promiſed me Marriage. My Love for him was + 

paſſionate, as I imagined his was for me; and 
therefore, upon bis repeated Importunities, and 
the largeſt Promiſes of never forſaking me,” at 
laft, I reſgn d up my All and granted his Re- 
queſt, which he ſeveral Times repeated, till I grew 
Pregnant, and then I never ſaw him afterwa — 
but was left in the moſt deplorable Circu mſtances. 
My Honour being gone irrecoverably, and my 
Priends looking cold on me, and ſhunning my * 
Converſation, was a freſh Addition to my — 
fortune, ſo that ] could think of no better f 
to get a Livelihood, than this, «v6bich I have fol. 
low'd about two Years, | 
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